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By Joe Fizell 

 
William Wilson Hyslop 

Martha Matilda McElroy 
 

Preface 
 
 

In writing t he ȰSearch for the Common Manȱ I wanted to create a story for my 

grandchildren telling them about their ancestors.  Obviously this story will be tinged 

by selective memory of me, my parents, grandparents, and the two great-

grandmothers I knew as a child.  I will try to include some local history that each 

ancestor experienced, either as I remember it, an older cousin related to me or by 

research.  If I am successful, this story should reveal more of our ancestorsȭ 

personalities and daily living conditions than the normal dry information found in a 

standard family tree of names and dates and locations.    

 
Last year I wrote about my surname, Fizell.  As noted in that essay, my inability to 

read French has left me at a dead-end since my Fizell ancestors were from France.  

Every so often a new record is found in Philadelphia or on the Internet, one that 

verifies information already known, but nothing new.  The research oÎ ÍÙ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ 

side, her Roberts and Pennypacker families, will be covered in a future essay. 

 

That leaves ÏÎÅ ÇÒÁÎÄÐÁÒÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȟ -ÁÒÙ (ÙÓÌÏÐȢ  -ÁÒÙ ×ÁÓ ÍÙ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ 

mother, who came to the United States from Scotland at 10 years of age in 1905.  

-ÁÒÙȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÓ -ÁÒÔÈÁ -ÁÔÉÌÄÁ -Ã%ÌÒÏÙ ÂÏÒÎ ÉÎ 3ÃÏÔÌÁÎÄ ÉÎ ρψφτȢ  3ÈÅ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ 

William Wilson Hyslop and before researching this essay )ȭÄ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ 

ten children, Mary being the fourth  child. 
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Genealogy research sites on the Internet improve daily.  Early on I located some 

Hyslop documents but had reached a dead-end.  My father-in-law William Cathro 

passed away in 1997.  In thÅ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ÏÆ ρωωω (ÅÌÅÎ ÁÎÄ ) ÔÏÏË ÈÅÒ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÁÓÈÅÓ 

back to Scotland.  William Cathro was home again, where he wanted to be.  Visiting 

(ÅÌÅÎȭÓ ÃÏÕÓÉÎÓ ÉÎ Clydebank offered an opportunity for onsite research.  Helen 

went shopping with her family while I went to the RegistrarȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅs in Coatbridge, 

Airdrie and Hamilton, three small towns SE of Glasgow where my grandmother 

Mary Hyslop lived as a child.   

 

The clerks in each office were very polite. After waiting for my turn, the clerk would 

write down the name I offered with  the approximate date, retire to wherever the 

books were kept, and some time later the clerk return ed, either with a record book 

or ask if there was a different date, spelling variation or name.  If the clerk returned 

with the record book and showed you the record, you had the option to write down 

the information into your notebook or purchase a copy of the record with an 

officially stamped seal.  A time consuming and expensive endeavor considering the 

distance between Scotland and the United States.   

 

In their main Registrar Office located in Edinburgh, 3ÃÏÔÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ collects 

and stores vital statistics, copies of birth, baptism, marriage, death, census and 

testament records from 1538 to the present. The records are transcribed and 

scanned into computer programs, an ongoing process with new records added daily.  

The government of Scotland is unique in the world of Genealogy, at least in the 

English speaking world by providing Internet access to the records.  Today there is 

access from 1538 to 1955, next year access to 1956, etc.  

 
With this database they maintain an official genealogy website.  Appropriately 

enough they call it 3ÃÏÔÌÁÎÄȭÓ 0ÅÏÐÌÅ.  This website offers someone sitting at their 

computer in the middle of the night in Telford, Pennsylvania (or Australia or South 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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America, etc.) the means to research Scotlandȭs records for a nominal fee.  Once a 

record is found you can view it, print it and download a copy of the record, again for 

a nominal fee.  If a legal record is needed, a copy with an Official Seal may be 

ordered and sent to you by postal service for a fee that is not so nominal.  

 

Using the Scotlandôs People website, Helen and I discovered the records for her 

familyôs surnames of Cathro, Fraser, Hume and Merrilees with minimum stress, tracing 

her family tree back to the early 18th Century.  However locating the ancestors of my 

great grandpa William Wilson Hyslop took painstaking detective work that would have 

pleased Sherlock Holmes or Dick Tracy.  I wonder if my grandchildren ever heard of 

Holmes or Tracy.   

 

I better add some bookkeeping notes here.  This essay will be published in Adobe 

Reader format.  If read on a computer the footnotes will identify and link to the 

information source on the Internet.  The endnotes will identify a copy of each record in 

the appendix.  The decision to publish this essay on www.fizell.org is still under 

consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fizell.org/
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Chapter One 
 

Beginning in 2003 I began looking to Scotlandôs People for answers to my questions, 

such as who was my great-grandfather, William Wilson Hyslop, and where was his 

hometown?  It was difficult because there were many families in Scotland with the 

surname of Hyslop or Hislop, the spelling interchanged frequently even by the same 

person or family.  The search would take several years. 

 

So what records could I find within my Grandmother Mary Hyslopôs family?  The 

Scottish web site quickly located the marriage register in the Village of Coatbridge, Old 

Monkland Parish, Lanark County, Scotland showing that on December 31, 1883, 

William Wilson Hyslop, a 23 year old man who earned his living as a Puddler in an Iron 

Mill married a 19 year old Domestic Servant spinster, Martha Matilda McElroy.  An 

added plus, the record also listed his father, William Hyslop, a Works Labourer and his 

mother Barbara Hyslop, her maiden surname was Wilson.  Likewise, Marthaôs parents 

were also there, John McElroy, a Works Labourer (Deceased) and Elizabeth Jenkins, 

formerly McElroy, and her maiden surname was Colter.  Note here, the groomôs father, 

William Hyslop was not deceased.  The bride and groom had been neighbors, living 

several doors apart on Tennents Land, Coatbank (Coatbridge)i.    

 

 

For an idea of their surroundings here are two descriptions of Coatbridge as it was in 

the middle to late 18th Century: 

In 1846, COATBRIDGE, a village, in the late quoad sacra parish of Gartsherrie, parish 

of Old Monkland, Middle ward of county Lanark, 1½ mile (N. W.) from Airdrie; 

containing 1599 inhabitants. This is a very thriving place, which has more than doubled 

in extent and population within the last fifteen years, owing to the extension of the iron 

trade in the district, and to its being in the vicinity of valuable coal-mines; the Dundyvan 

and Summerlee iron-works in the neighbourhood are conducted on a large scale, and 

afford employment to a great part of the population. The village is on the road from 

Airdrie to Glasgow; and the Monkland canal also affords facilities of communication 

with the adjacent towns. A post-office has been established here, and there is a place of 

worship for members of the Free Church.
1 

                                                 
1
 British History Online 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.asp?compid=43427#s30


5 
© Joe Fizell 2007 

And from 1869 The Scotsman newspaper: 

Though Coatbridge is a most interesting seat of industry, it is anything but beautiful. 

Dense clouds of smoke roll over it incessantly, and impart to all the buildings a 

peculiarly dingy aspect. A coat of black dust overlies everything, and in a few hours the 

visitor finds his complexion considerably deteriorated by the flakes of soot which fill the 

air, and settle on his face. To experience Coatbridge it must be visited at night when it 

presents a most extraordinary spectacle.... From the steeple of the parish church the 

flames of no fewer than fifty blast furnaces may be seen.... The flames have a positively 

fascinating effect. Now they shoot far upward, and breaking off short, expire among the 

smoke; again spreading outward, they curl over the lips of the furnace, and dart through 

the doorways, as if determined to annihilate the bounds within which they are confined; 

then they sink low into the crater, and come forth with renewed strength in the shape of 

great tongues of fire, which sway backward and forward, as if seeking with a fierce 

eagerness something to devour. 
2
 

 

Finding William and Marthaôs marriage information was quick and easy, as was their 

1891 Census recordii although in the census the spelling was different.  William Hislop, 

his wife Martha and their three children, Elizabeth Coulter Hislop (Aunt Bess), Robert 

Jenkins Hislop (Uncle Bob) were there.  Four year old Jane Campbell Hislop (Aunt 

Jean) was not because the census taker ran out of space, Jane was listed on the 

following page.iii  Additional information included in the census: William was born in 

Sanquhar (pronounced sank-er), Dumfriesshire and Martha was born in Carmichael, 

Lanarkshire, confirming their birth locations as stated on their marriage record.   

 

Marthaôs birth registration was found in the Carmichael Registeriv but there was no 

record of William Wilson Hyslopôs birth in Sanquhar.   Also, searches for the marriage 

records for William or Marthaôs parents were all negative. 

 

For a change of pace I went looking for all of William and Marthaôs children with 

amazing results.  Elizabeth Coulter Hyslop (Aunt Bess)v, Robert Jenkins Hyslop (Uncle 

Bob)vi, my grandmother Mary Hyslopvii, Janet Williamina Hyslop (Aunt Bill)viii and two 

children I did not know existed, Barbara Wilson Hyslopix and Alexandrina Hyslopx.  

Scotlandôs People found two older sisters my grandmother never mentioned.  A search 

of the death records showed that Barbara diedxi at five months and Alexandrina diedxii at 

                                                 
2
 History of Coatbridge 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coatbridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Coatbridge
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three and a half years of age.  Missing were the birth records for Uncle Peter, Aunt Mat, 

Aunt Chris, Aunt Madge and Uncle Don.   

 

At an impasse searching through the Scottish birth records for William Wilson Hyslop or 

for the marriage records for his parents, it was time to check for their death records 

using the spelling Hyslop or Hislop.  Another dead-end was reached for Williamôs 

parents although I did find William Wilson Hyslopxiii in the death register.  He died in 

1895 at age 35, leaving Martha to fend for herself as a 31 year old widow with all those 

children.   

  

Looking at the information on the death registration for Alexandrina I noted she died on 

November 29, 1895 18 days after being stricken with Typhoid Fever.  Marthaôs husband 

William died on December 15, 1895 after 31 days, also from Typhoid Fever.  Martha 

lost a daughter and husband seventeen days apart.  It was not understood in Marthaôs 

time that Typhoid Fever is caused by the bacteria Salmonella Typhia usually spread in 

food and water contaminated from poor sanitary conditions. Today treatment is with 

antibiotics not yet discovered in this time period.3 

 

Continuing to search the death records for William Wilson Hyslopôs parents, Barbara 

Wilson Hyslop and William Hyslop (or Hislop) was proving to be an expensive shot in 

the dark.  There were too many records and I was guessing at their ages and where 

they may have lived.  Not one census record listed a William and Barbara Hyslop living 

together.  I gave up that search. 

 

With Williamôs passing in 1895, I thought finding Martha Hyslop in the 1901 census 

would be easy.  Not so, she was not to be found.  I knew my grandmother Mary Hyslop 

was born in 1894 but there were many Mary Hyslops in the census.  To save searches 

and of course search fees, on a hunch I entered Aunt Billôs given name, Janet 

Williamina Hyslop.  There had to be fewer Williamina Hyslopôs than Mary Hyslopôs in the 

                                                 
3
 Typhoid Fever @ Wikipedia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typhoid_fever


7 
© Joe Fizell 2007 

1901 census.  Aunt Bill was a year younger than my grandmother.  The first search 

found her!xiv 

 

Martha and her children were in the 1901 census, with a new husband and father and 

more children. The 1901 census record was for the Head of Household, Duncan 

McInnes, his wife Martha McInnes, and their children: Robert, Mary and Williamina were 

there as was Uncle Peterxv, Aunt Matxvi and Aunt Chrisxvii but the younger three did not 

have the Hyslop last name I always believed they did. The names on the census were: 

Robert Hyslop, Mary Hyslop and Williamina Hyslop, plus Peter McInnes, Martha 

McInnes and Christina McInnes.  Aunt Madge and Uncle Donald were not yet born.   

Absent from the family listing was Aunt Bess and Aunt Jean. 

 

A search in the 1901 Census for a 12 year old Jane Hislop (Aunt Jean)xviii found her 

living with Robert Jenkins and his wife Elizabeth.  Elizabeth was Marthaôs mother.  Jane 

was their grand-daughter.  The census informs us, Elizabeth Jenkins, the widow of John 

McElroy was born in Ireland.  That explained all the futile searches for her birth within 

Scotlandôs records.  Aunt Bessô location in 1901 remains a mystery.  

 

Seeking better housing and employment Duncan moved his family six miles south of 

Coatbridge in March of 1901, eight months after Aunt Chris was born.  They lived at 9 

Cadzow Street in the larger city of Hamilton4 where the house was a short walk to the 

banks of the River Clyde.  The railroad ran alongside the Clyde.  The water of the 

Clyde, flowing north and west, was a highway to the world for the Industry growing on 

both sides of the Clyde, from Hamilton through Glasgow on past Clydebank to the Firth 

of Clyde.   Another note of interest, William Wilson Hyslop and Duncan McInnes, 

besides living close to each other in Coatbridge, earned their livings as a ñpuddlerò 

making steel from pig iron5, a highly skilled trade at the time.  It is conceivable William 

and Duncan worked alongside each other.   

 

                                                 
4
 Hamilton 1846 

5
 Puddling (metallurgy) 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.asp?compid=43446&strquery=Hamilton#s10
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puddling_%28metallurgy%29
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Since half of my cousins from Grannyôs side of the family are descendants of Duncan 

McInnes I decided to research him.  Duncan McInnesxix was born in the Parish of St. 

Ninians, Stirling County on January 2, 1859 to Peter McInnes, a Limestone Miner and 

his wife Christina McInnes, whoôs maiden surname was McDonald.  A search for 

McInnes-Hyslop marriages returned results.  On August 30, 1897 our Granny Martha 

Hyslop 32, marriedxx Duncan McInnes 36, in Glasgow.  She was a widow and he was a 

widower, both living at 36 Tennant Street, Coatbridge, Old Monkland, Lanark, Scotland.   

I have no knowledge about Duncanôs first marriage or if there were children involved but 

intend to research them at a later date. 

 

Searches were also rewarded with the birth registrations for Majory McInnes (Aunt 

Madge)xxi, born December 11, 1901 and Angus McDonald McInnes (Uncle Don)xxii, born 

September 17, 1903.  Both births were at 9 Cadzow Street, Hamilton. 

 

For those keeping their own family tree, Duncanôs parents, Peter McInnes and Christina 

McDonaldxxiii were married May 30, 1856 in the Parish of Stirling, County of Stirling.  

Their marriage certificate provides Peterôs parents names: Duncan McInnes and Agnes 

McColl.  Christinaôs parents were Donald McDonald and Christine Fletcher.  It is 

amazing how many generations can be found so easily in Scotland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 
© Joe Fizell 2007 

Chapter Two 
 

At this juncture, if I return to my search for William Wilson Hyslop I would do an injustice 

to his widow.  Martha had a remarkable life.  She demanded respect and obedience 

from her children and spouses, not necessarily making people around her feel 

comfortable.  She must have been a very strong personality.  She was married for 12 

years to William Hyslop, bearing him seven children, two of whom died.  Losing a little 

girl and her husband within two weeks of each other must have been unbearable, 

emotionally and financially. 

   

Twenty months after William died she married Duncan McInnes and immediately began 

having his children, one baby a year in the first five years of their marriage.   

 

About 1900 Marthaôs older sister Lizzie McElroy (Aunt Lizzie), a spinster, emigrated to 

the United States to become the companion or nanny for children of a wealthy family in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Soon after Aunt Lizzieôs departure from Scotland, Marthaôs 

oldest daughter, Elizabeth Coulter Hyslop (Aunt Bess) went to America, meeting up with 

her Aunt Lizzie in West Philadelphia for a short spell prior to settling in the Tacony 

section of Philadelphia, establishing herself with employment and a place to live. 

 

In February of 1905 Martha was pregnant again.  She was only 40 years old and 

appears to have decided enough was enough. The story I heard was that Duncan went 

to work in the morning.  Martha then sold every thing the neighbors would buy from her 

house at 9 Gadzow Street, Hamilton.  Martha and the children were gone before 

Duncan returned home from work.  Maybe she knew Duncan would visit his favorite 

Pub after work.  Part of the story said Duncanôs drinking problem was one reason for 

her flight, but there seems to be stronger motivation to put distance between her and 

Duncan.   

 

On Sunday, February 5, 1905 Martha and her remaining children, nine in all, boarded 

the S.S. Furnessia in Glasgow and sailed for New York, arriving at Ellis Island on 

February 16, 1905.  On the shipôs manifestxxiv each childôs surname was listed as 
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Hyslop, none bore the McInnes name.  The manifest said they were going to 

Philadelphia to meet up with Marthaôs husband Wm. Hislop, supposedly waiting for 

them at her sister Lizzie McElroyôs home.  Maybe the US Government didnôt know 

William Hyslop was dead but we do.  Gives us appreciation of how strong and 

determined a lady Granny was.  The shipôs passengers were required to indicate how 

much money they were bringing to the USA.  Martha had more than $50 in her 

possession. 

 

Upon arriving in Philadelphia Martha resided near or with her sister Lizzie in west 

Philadelphia.  We know William Hyslop had been dead nearly ten years so he wasnôt 

there to welcome them.  Martha was pregnant when she arrived from Scotland.  Ina 

Hyslop (or McInnes) died shortly after birth.  Soon Martha moved her children to Tacony 

where her daughter Elizabeth (Bessie) was established and waiting to help support the 

family.   

 

Just how long Martha was able to hold onto her older children, Bessie, Robert and 

Jean, to help support her younger brood, Iôm not sure. What is known is that Martha 

was strict and a tyrant when it came to being the matriarch of her clan.  All her children 

had to go out and work as soon as she felt they were able. There is more written on 

Granny Hyslop and her children in the Simon Fizel surname section, under Mary 

Hyslopôs husband, Roy Fizell. 

 

More than one hundred years after the events, sitting in my comfortable office, 

reviewing all the information uncovered about my great-grandmother and her children, I 

could see she was between a rock and a hard place.  Martha must have been 

determined that life would change for her and her children.  If she hadnôt been strong, or 

desperate, I wouldnôt be here today.  I have few memories of Granny Hyslop.  She died 

in 1946 when I was 9 years old.  

 

Aunt Chris and her husband Bob Elliott lived in a small house on the south side of 

Longshore Ave, just west of Ditman Street in the Tacony section of Philadelphia.  Aunt 
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Chris and Uncle Bob did not have children and in her later years Granny Hyslop lived 

with them.  I remember Granny and her sister Aunt Lizzie as two little old ladies who 

wore funny hats, black dresses and black old lady shoes.  On one visit to Aunt Chrisôs 

house Granny was ill, upstairs in her bedroom to the rear of the house, not too long 

before she died.  Not too ill to stop smoking though.  In 1946 most people smoked 

although many women still refrained from smoking in public.   

 

While still writing about Martha McInnes this would be a good place to include 

information on her grandparents and parents.  Marthaôs maternal grandfather Alexander 

Coulter married Mary Bryden (or Braudon) probably in Ireland.  Their daughter, 

Elizabeth Coulter (Marthaôs mother) married John McElroy in Ayr, Scotland.  John and 

Elizabeth had four daughters, Jane McElroy in 1853, Elizabeth McElroy (Aunt Lizzie) in 

1856, Mary McElroyxxv in 1860 and our Granny, Martha Matilda McElroyxxvi in 1864.  

Marthaôs father John McElroy diedxxvii in 1866 leaving Elizabeth to rear her four girls by 

herself.  Elizabeth married Robert Jenkinsxxviii in 1881, when her youngest daughter 

Martha was 17 years old. 
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Chapter Three 
 

 

I hadnôt attempted new searches for William Wilson Hyslop for several years, believing 

he may have been born in Ireland, not in Sanquhar, Scotland as he claimed in the 

Census record and his marriage certificate.  It is interesting how circumstance can 

improve overcoming an obstacle.  Consider the following:  

 

In May 2007 Helen and I spent 3 weeks in the UK with her sister Liz Dyer.  Instead of 

going to Scotland on this trip we went to Ireland, Wales and England.  While visiting 

Helenôs family in Swansea, England I related my genealogy frustrations researching 

William Wilson Hyslopôs Scottish roots to Helenôs cousin Irene Coyle.  Irene, also an 

amateur genealogist said she was equally frustrated researching her grandfather 

George Fraserôs roots.  She could not locate his birthplace or his parentôs marriage 

records, similar to my problem with William Wilson Hyslop.   

 

In July 2007 Irene happily wrote she finally found her grandfather, George Fraserôs birth 

records.  She went to a professional genealogist who quickly solved the mystery.  

George was born under his motherôs maiden name.  I spent the following six weeks 

buying research time on Scotlandôs People website downloading birth, marriage and 

death records for William Wilson and his family in Sanquhar, Scotland.  William Wilson 

and William Wilson Hyslop were the same man.   

 

Rather than work backwards from William I will begin with his earliest ancestor found in 

the Scotlandôs Peoples database.  It goes something like this: 

 

* * * * * 
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In the 1780ôs the legendary Scottish poet Robert Burns was a frequent visitor to 

Sanquhar. When he was renovating a farm in 1788 he often passed through on the way 

back to his wife Jean in Ayrshire. Afterwards he became a well-known face in Sanquhar 

because of his Excise duties. Burns called the town ñBlack Joanò in his ballad ñFive 

Carlins6ò in which he represented the local burghs as characters. He would stay 

overnight at the Queensberry Arms in the High Street, making friends with the owner 

and calling it ñthe only tolerable Inn in the placeò.7 

 

James Wilson, a local resident may have met Burns in and around Sanquhar, especially 

when Robert Burns was the local Excise officer.  Sanquhar was a small village.  James 

Wilson married Barbara Agnes McMorine, a lassie from the hamlet of Elliock Bridge, 

south of Sanquhar.  Elliock was an estate with a mansion, originally belonging to Robert 

Crichton, lord advocate of Scotland in the reigns of Queen Mary and James VI.8     

 

James and Barbara had three children, Agnesxxix in 1796, Jamesxxx in 1799 and Samuel 

in 1800.  I could not locate Samuelôs birth or baptism records.   

 

Samuelôs occupations were as a Mason and Journeyman weaver.  He married Jane 

Campbellxxxi in 1825, in Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, 27 miles north of Sanquhar.  It was in 

Kilmarnock that Samuel and Janeôs first two children were born, Mary in 1827 and 

Barbara in 1829, although I have yet to uncover their birth registrations.  Shortly after 

Barbara was born Samuel moved his family into the hamlet of Crawick Bridge.  Crawick 

Bridge and Crawick Mill are two hamlets one mile (N.N.W.) from Sanquhar.   

 

Samuel and Jane raised 10 children in Crawick Bridge.  They were Mary and Barbara 

plus Jean in 1830, Janet in 1833, Marion in 1835, James in 1839, Robert in 1841, John 

in 1843, Catherine in 1846 and Samuel in 1848.  The 1841 Censusxxxii lists seven of the 

children with Samuel and Jane. 

 

                                                 
6
 Five Carlins Ballad 

7
 Wikipedia.  The Free Encyclopedia 

8
 Vision of Britain  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Burns
http://www.readprint.com/work-2573/The-Five-Carlins-Robert-Burns
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanquhar
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/gaztext_page.jsp;jsessionid=B6A92872B88D56A2B881CFD2B79A6E02?u_id=10216710&c_id=10107260


14 
© Joe Fizell 2007 

On May 29, 1847 Barbara Wilson at 19 years of age gave birth to an illegitimate son, 

Thomas Ballantinexxxiii.  From what I can gather from past genealogy research, when the 

father is known or acknowledged, the child is given the fathers name at or after birth.  

More often the baby receives the motherôs maiden name at birth and later on may take 

the fatherôs surname.  Nonetheless the child remains illegitimate without benefit of a 

legal marriage.  Four years after Thomas Ballantine was born, on the day after 

Christmas 1851, Barbara, at 22 years of age gave birth to David Kennedy, also 

illegitimate.  It would be wonderful to know the circumstances of Barbaraôs plight but we 

donôt.  The Birth records only provide the names.   The 1851 Censusxxxiv listed Samuel 

Wilsonôs extended family, also identifying Barbaraôs occupation as an Embroiderer of 

muslin.   

 

William Wilson Hyslopôs death register in 1895 indicated that he was 35 years old and 

he was born in Sanquhar, Dumfries.  The search for William Wilson, sans the Hyslop 

surname, proved that he was born on February 15, 1860, the illegitimate son of Barbara 

Wilson, age 31xxxv.   There is an obvious difference from her first two sonôs birth records.  

Barbara did not identify the father on the birth registration of William who was given her 

surname Wilson.   The answer to how and when Barbara and William attach the Hyslop 

surname to William Wilson is, as they say, óthe rest of the storyô.   

 

The 1861 Censusxxxvi lists Samuel Wilsonôs family members including his daughter 

Barbara Wilson, 32 years old.  Her occupation was listed as a ñRetired Servantò.  Also 

listed were Samuelôs grandsons, David Kennedy, now 10 years old, and the toddler 

William Wilson, one year old.  Missing was Barbaraôs son Thomas Ballantine who would 

have been fourteen years of age, old enough to be apprenticed out as a farm servant or 

laborer.  At first it did not ring any alarm bells, but how does a 32 year old single mother 

raising three small boys in a small hamlet in rural 1861 Scotland find the wherewithal to 

retire?   

 

The next search results would track down where Barbara and her sons were living in 

1871.  Retrieving Samuelôs 1871 Censusxxxvii posed no problem.  However, Samuel was 
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missing, as was Barbara and her boys.  Her son David Kennedy would be 20 years old 

so it was no surprise to find him among the missing, but where were Barbara and the 

eleven year old William?  

 

Barbara Wilson and her children were not in the 1871 Census, in her own name or in 

her fatherôs household.  Maybe she married?  Searching for Wilson marriages between 

1861 and 1871 provided the answer.  At Crawick Bridge, on July 4, 1862 Barbara 

Wilson marriedxxxviii John Graham, a 26 year old Ploughman.  Barbara was 33 at the 

time.   

 

Going back to searches in the 1871 Census we find John Graham 35, his wife Barbara 

Wilson Graham 41, and their five children living in Sanquhar, their address is ñBurnfoot 

small Cottageò.xxxix.  The children, all boys, were: William 11, Samuel 8, Joseph 5, 

James 2 and Thomas 8 months.  Each boyôs surname on the census was Graham, 

including Williamôs. 

 

Was I wrong about William Wilson Hyslop?  Did John Graham adopt William?  What 

would the 1881 Census prove?  Remembering it was in 1883 Martha McElroy married 

William Hyslop, I wanted to tie him to Barbara Wilson somehow in the 1881 Census.   

 

Well, John Graham was missing from the 1881 census however Barbara Grahamxl was 

there, now living in a dwelling called Windyedge in Sanguhar with her three youngest 

boys, Joseph 18, Samuel 16, and Thomas 11.  Her husband John was missing. William 

was not there either. A search of deaths between 1871 and 1881 provided half of the 

answer.  John Graham, Ploughman, died February 8, 1877xli.  His widow was Barbara 

Wilson.   

 

Finding William Graham or William Hyslop or William Hislop was the task and the only 

avenue was the 1881 Census.  William Wilson Graham should be 21 for the 1881 

census.  I made three series of searches with the names William Graham, William 

Hislop and William Hyslop.  There were five Grahams, three Hislops and five Hyslops 
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meeting the search parameters, first name of William and between the ages 20 to 22.  

Each Graham was part of a family unrelated to Barbara Grahamôs family.  Of the 

William Hyslops and William Hislops, they were either members of a family unrelated to 

Barbara or were farm hands located at a distance from Sanquhar.  Except one! 

 

The remaining William Hislopxlii was a boarder in the John Hay household of Old 

Monkland, Lanark.  William Hislop was 22 years old.  He was an Iron Work Labourer 

and lived on Tennent Land, Coatbridge.   

 

As noted in the beginning of this story, our granny Martha McElroy married William 

Wilson Hyslop, an Iron Worker on December 31, 1883.  The exact location of the 

marriage was ñ43 Tennants Land, Coatbank, in the District of Old Monkland, County of 

Lanarkò.  All the evidence indicates that John Hayôs boarder, William Hislop was 

Barbara Wilsonôs son and Barbaraôs son married Martha McElroy. 

 

Now the question, who was William Wilsonôs father?  Barbara Wilson had no difficulty 

naming the fathers of her first two children on the birth registration as Thomas 

Ballantine and David Kennedy.  She refused to name Williamôs father at his birth but 

young William had no difficulty in identifying a William Hyslop as his father on his 

marriage registration 23 years later.   

 

If you remember, a year after William Wilson was born, listed in the 1861 census 

Barbara Wilsonôs occupation was a ñRetired servantò.  Could Williamôs father or his 

family, have paid Barbara not to identify him as the father and thereby give up any claim 

to their estate?  History is rife with bastard children laying claim to their fatherôs fortune.    

 

Is it possible to identify Williamôs father 147 years after the fact?  I had to try.  By going 

back and searching the 1861 Census records for every William Hyslop in the County of 

Dumfries I found ten between the ages of 23 and 60 years old.  All William Hyslops 

were living 20 to 50 miles distant from Sanquhar.  Except two!  There were two William 
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Hyslops in the Parish of Sanquhar.  Each man operated large farms with hired laborers 

and domestic servants living on their farm. 

 

A farm of 3500 acres, listed in the 1861 census of Durrisdeer, Sanquhar was operated 

by William Hyslopxliii 60 and his wife Joan 55.  He had two unmarried daughters, ages 

27 and 23 and one unmarried son, William, 29.  Also living on the farm were five 

servants, three men and two young women, ages 22 and 17. Durrisdeer was 12 or 13 

miles south of Sanquhar, and Crawick Bridge another mile further north. 

 

The second Hyslop farm, operated by James and Elizabeth Hyslopxliv was in High Carin, 

Kirkconnel, across the Crawick Water from the hamlet of Crawick Bridge, home of 

Barbara Wilson.   James Hyslopôs sons, John, 39 and William, 28 were both unmarried.  

Also living in the household were two young granddaughters and his 88 year old father-

in-law, three domestic servants and a teacher for the young girls.   

 

Consider the following: 

 1859 - Barbara Wilson, at 30 years of age, found herself in the ófamily wayô while 

working as a domestic servant.   

 1860 - Barbara Wilson gave birth to an illegitimate son, naming him William.  By 

not identifying the father, young William was given his motherôs surname Wilson.   

 1861 Census ï Barbara Wilson was a óretired servantô and her year old sonôs 

name was William Wilson.   

 1883 - William Wilson Hyslop married Martha McElroy, listing a William Hyslop, 

as his father and Barbara Wilson Hyslop as his mother.  The father was not listed 

as ódeceasedô on the record. 

 

Was William Hyslop, the wealthy landowner farmerôs son at High Carin9, father of the 

man who married Martha McElroy?  Only Barbara and the real William Hyslop knew.   

 

                                                 
9
 High Carin Hyslop Farm genealogy 

http://freepages.family.rootsweb.com/~hyslopsofhighcairn/highcairn.html


18 
© Joe Fizell 2007 

Unless new sources arise the Hyslop family tree branch will have its roots imbedded in 

the parish of Sanquhar in south-western Scotland.  Copies of all records are included in 

this essay as are some photos of Crawick Bridge, Crawick Mill and Sanquhar with 

descriptions. 
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Chapter Four 
 

Intrigued by discovering Barbara Wilson had three illegitimate children before marrying 

John Graham I continued digging into all the Wilson family records I could locate on the 

Scotlandôs People web site.  If Barbaraôs premarital child bearing was a surprise, 

consider this:  Marion Wilson, Barbaraôs younger sister had five illegitimate children.  

Their birth registration records identify them as, John Wilsonxlv, Agnes Wilson,xlvi Marion 

Wilsonxlvii, Susan Crichton Wilsonxlviii and Archibald Crichton Wilsonxlix.  Yet, in 

succeeding census records, Marionôs children were no longer named Wilson, as shown 

in Samuel and Jane Wilsonôs 1871 Censusl and 1881 Censusli.  Instead they were 

identified as Samuelôs grandchildren, John Lindsay, Agnes Dalziel, Marion Kerr, Susan 

Crichton and Archibald Crichton.   

 

How much information is available to help those of us living in the 21st Century to 

understand the causes of and the social acceptance for illegitimate children in the 

families or villages in rural Scotland during the 19th Century?  Were the mothers and 

children outcasts or readily accepted into the heart of the social structure of their 

communities?   Consider: in 1855 Scotlandôs illegitimacy rate was over 9 percent and in 

rural north-east and south-west Scotland the rate was as high as 13 percent.  Sanquhar 

is located in south-western Scotland. 

 

 A study of this phenomenon was published in 1994.  Itôs called  

llegitimacy, Sex, and Society: Northeast Scotland, 1750-1900 by Andrew Blakie10.  There is 

an online review of the book at British History OnLine.11  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
10

 Andrew Blakieôs book and a review 
11

 Journal of Social History, Fall, 1995 by Leah Leneman 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0198286805/ref=nosim/bookfindercom0e
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m2005/is_n1_v29/ai_17612975
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Chapter Five 
 

The last thing Iôd want is this essay to become a travelogue so forgive if it takes on such 

an appearance.  The Hyslop family did come from the small industrial town of 

Coatbridge and from the rural village of Sanquhar.  In 1999 when I visited Coatbridge it 

bore little resemblance of the 19th Century Industrial town as described earlier.  

Coatbridge with its long history is like so many small towns around large cities, they 

tend to merge into large metropolitan centers without borders.  Not so Sanquhar 

(pronounced ñsankï erò).  It remains a rural village. 

 

In November 2007 Helen and I returned to the UK.  This time we went to Windsor, 

England for her nephewôs wedding.  Afterward we were able to spend about five hours 

on a cold rainy November 20th, my 71st birthday, in Sanquhar, Scotland.   

 

The massive town center structure, the Sanquhar Tollbooth sits in the middle of the 

main road from Dumfries to Kilmarnoch.  It was built with stones from an ancient 

Sanquhar castle and still restricts the road to one lane. No longer a tollbooth, nor the 

town hall, it became the Tollbooth Museum showcasing Sanquharôs knitting and mining 

history.  Industry came and left Sanquhar.  Today the village has nearly the same 

population it had 150 years ago.  .The museum, closed for the season in October, was 

kind to open specially for us after I called from the USA and gave them a date we would 

be in Sanquhar.   
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Helen and I walked around the village which shows the small houses and streets still 

bear a hint of their past.      
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Sanquharôs tiny post office is the oldest working post office in the world, opening in 

1712.12 

 

To reach Crawick Bridge we drove up Church Road, stopping at St. Brideôs church to 

walk through the crowded Memorial Kirkyard reading tombstones.  

 

 

                                                 
12

 Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia  

Helen in front of the 

Sanquhar Post 

Office on 

November 20, 2007  

        

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanquhar
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Church Road continues on out into the countryside.  Quarter a mile from the church lay 

two small hamlets on the south banks of the Crawick Water (stream).  One was called 

Crawick Bridge, birthplace of William Wilson Hyslop, 

      

 

The other hamlet was Crawick Mill. 

 

 

 

 



24 
© Joe Fizell 2007 

 

 The stream separated Sanquhar on the south and Kirkconnel on the north.  William 

Wilson Hyslopôs ancestors called Crawick Bridge home.  The building called Crawick 

Bridge is one house today but in the 1800s each of the small sections were separate, 

small homes.  A hundred fifty years later I canôt be sure how many homes made up 

Crawick Bridge.  For an idea how small these hamlets were, in 1846, ñCrawick Bridge 

had 71 inhabitants while Crawick Mill had 144 inhabitants.  Once located at Crawick Mill 

was an extensive carpet manufactory, in which upwards of a hundred persons are 

employed in the various processes of dyeing, spinning, and weaving the materials.ò13 

 

If this Sanquhar map will load on your computer it gives an idea of the countryside and 

how rural Sanquhar remains today.  I hope you enjoyed this essay and time spent in 

19th Century Scotland.  Before ending there are a couple of housekeeping notes for 

those reading this on a personal computer.  All links should direct you to the Internet 

documentation articles or sites.  Each document 

 

 

                                                 
13

 British History 

http://www.multimap.com/hotels/?title=Sanquhar&t=l&map=55.3680255376887,-3.92645805728788|15|4&loc=GB:55.3680255376887:-3.92645805728788:15&dp=841#t=l&map=55.36978,-3.92036|15|4&dp=841&loc=GB:55.3680255376887:-3.92645805728788:15
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.asp?compid=43428#s45
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in the End Notes section (the last 33 pages) may be magnified for better viewing the 

records.  Some were written over 150 years ago.  

 

If you are reading this far into this essay you have a pretty good chance to be a distant 

cousin; another branch on Granny Martha Hyslop/McInnesô family tree.  Of her thirteen 

children, one boy and seven girls provided Granny with 28 grandchildren and SEVENTY 

great grandchildren.  If I ever get this family tree sorted - - , that is the goal and I think I 

am running out of time.  This cousin is 73 years old.  I would appreciate hearing from 

you.  I will add your spouses, children, grandchildren, etc. to the family tree and send 

the family tree to you.  But I need your willingness to take the time to compile the 

names, dates, and events and send them to me.  I hope some of my distant cousins 

have an interest in this endeavor.  We are all getting older. 

 

Joe Fizell 
325 E Church Ave Apt 313 
Telford, PA 18969-1784 
215-721-4676 
267/374/9013 (cell) 
joe@fizell.org (email) 
http://www.fizell.org  (family tree website) 
 

 

Documents attached  
 

i 1883 - Wm Hyslop/Martha McElroy Marriage   

ii  1891 ï William Hislop Census 

iii  1864 ï Martha McElroy Birth 

iv 1894 ï Mary Hyslop Birth 

v 1884 ï Elizabeth Coulter Hyslop Birth 

vi 1886 ï Robert Jenkins Hyslop Birth 

vii  1895 ï Janet Williamina Hyslop Birth 

viii  1890 ï Barbara Wilson Hyslop Birth 

ix 1892 ï Alexandrina Hyslop Birth 

x 1890 ï Barbara Wilson Hyslop Death 

xi 1894 ï Alexandrina Hyslop Death 

 

 

mailto:joe@fizell.org
http://www.fizell.org/
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xii   1895 ï William Wilson Hyslop Death  

xiii   1901 ï Duncan McInnes Census     

xiv  1898 - Peter McInnes Birth 

xv  1899 ï Martha McInnes Birth 

xvi  1900 ï Christina McDonald McInnes Birth 

xvii  1901 ï Robert Jenkins Census 

xviii  1859 ï Duncan McInnes Birth 

xix  1897 ï Duncan McInnes/Martha Hyslop Marriage 

xx  1901 ï Marjory McInnes Birth 

xxi  1903 ï Angus McDonald McInnes Birth 

xxii  1856 ï Peter McInnes/Christina McDonald Marriage 

xxiii  1905 ï S.S. Furnessia Shipôs Manifest 

xxiv 1860 ï Mary McElroy Birth 

xxv 1864 ï Martha McElroy Birth 

xxvi 1866 ï John McElroy Death 

xxvii  1881 ï Robert Jenkins/Elizabeth Coulter Marriage 

xxviii  1860 ï William Wilson Birth 

xxix 1796 ï Agnes Wilson Birth 

xxx 1799 ï James Wilson Birth 

xxxi 1825 ï Samuel Wilson/Jean Campbell Marriage 

xxxii  1841 ï Samuel Wilson Census 

xxxiii  1839-1849 ï Wilson Children/Thomas Ballantine/David Kennedy Births       

xxxiv 1851 ï Samuel Wilson Census 

xxxv 1861 ï Barbara Wilson Census 

xxxvi 1871 ï Samuel Wilson Census 

xxxvii  1862 ï John Graham/Barbara Wilson Marriage 

xxxviii  1871 ï John Graham Census 

xxxix 1881 ï Barbara Graham Census 

xl 1877 ï John Graham Death 

xli  1881 ï William (Wilson) Hislop Census 

xlii  1861 ï Wm Hyslop (Durrisdeer, Sanquhar) Census 

xli ii  1861 ï Wm Hyslop (Kirkconnel, Sanquhar) Census 

xliv  1862 ï John Wilson Birth 

xlvi  1864 ï Agnes Wilson Birth 

xlvii  1867 ï Marion Wilson Birth 

xlviii  1872 ï Susan Crichton Wilson Birth 

xlix 1877 ï Archibald Crichton Wilson Birth 

l 1871 ï Wilson Census 

li  1881 ï Wilson Census 
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i
 Hyslop-McElroy 

Marriage

 
ii
 Hislop 1891 

Census

 


