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Galusha Pennypacker 

Youngest U.S. citizen to achieve the rank of General 

Born: Jun. 1, 1844 Died: Oct. 1, 1916 

The only child of Joseph and Tamson Pennypacker. His 

father served in the Mexican War; his grandfather was an 

officer in the War of 1812. After the death of his mother, 

Galusha, still a child, was entrusted to the care of his 

grandmother by his father, who departed to seek his 

fortune in California. 

Union Brigadier General, Congressional Medal of Honor 

recipient. On April 28, 1865, he was promoted to 

Brigadier General of Volunteers; one month before his 

21st birthday. This made him the youngest general 

officer' in United States Military history, a distinction he 

still holds. Born in Chester County, Pa. in 1844. Sgt. 9th 

Pa. Inf. 90 days regiment. Capt. 97th Pa. Inf. Wounded 

four times. Bvt. Major General in March of 1865. Major 

General in 1867. Retired in 1883. 

By the end of the year 1864, Wilmington was the South’s 

last open seaport on the Atlantic coast and was protected 

by Fort Fisher in North Carolina. On December 24 the 

Union Navy and Army made a combined assault on Fort 

Fisher, but were turned back after two days of fighting. 

The combined force returned on January 12, 1865, and engaged the fort in three days of combat 

from sea and land. The campaign culminated in a six-hour battle on January 15 during which at 

least 30 men earned Medals of Honor and the important fort was captured. Colonel Galusha 

Pennypacker gallantly led his men in the charge over the traverse, where he planted he colors of 

one of his regiments, though he was severely wounded in this battle. 

Burial:: 

Philadelphia National Cemetery  

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia County 

Pennsylvania, USA 

Plot: Officers' Section, Grave 175 

Obituary that appeared in the NY Times  

Pennypacker Family Genealogy 

 

 

http://phoenixvillefun.com/phoenixville-history/people/galusha-pennypacker
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=cr&GRid=3647&CRid=109433&
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?_r=1&res=9E02E0DD1630E733A05751C0A9669D946796D6CF
http://genforum.genealogy.com/pennypacker/
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Colonel and Brevet Major-General Galusha Pennypacker is a native 

of Pennsylvania, belonging to one of its oldest families, whose names 

are written in the annals of the State and nation. The appointment to 

West Point from the Sixth Congressional District having been 

tendered him, he would, but for the war, have probably entered the 

Military Academy in 1861 or 1862. 

 

General Pennypacker entered the service in April, 1861. Declining, on 

account of his youth, the appointment of first lieutenant in his 

company, A, of the Ninth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, he was 

made a non-commissioned staff-officer of that regiment, and served 

with it, during its three months of service in Major-General 

Patterson's column, in the Shenandoah Valley, Virginia. 

 

He entered "for the war" as captain of Company A, Ninety-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, 

August 22, 1861, and was promoted major October 7 following. The Ninety-seventh Regiment 

joined the Tenth Corps in the Department of the South, and during the years 1862 and 1863 

participated in all the various movements, engagements, and sieges in which that corps took part, 

on the coasts of South Carolina (Forts Wagner and Gregg, James Island and siege of Charleston), 

Georgia (capture of Fort Pulaski), and Florida (taking of Fernandina and Jacksonville). 

 

General Pennypacker commanded his regiment and the post of Fernandina, Florida, in April, 

1864, when the regiment was ordered with the Tenth Corps to Virginia, and became part of the 

Army of the James. Promoted to lieutenant-colonel April 3, 1864, and to colonel June 23 

following. 

In action in command of his regiment at Swift Creek, May 9; Drewry's Bluff, May 16, and 

Chester Station, May 18. On May 20 he led his regiment in an assault upon the enemy's lines at 

Green Plains, Bermuda Hundred, receiving three severe wounds, losing one hundred and 

seventy-five men killed and wounded out of two hundred and ninety-five taken into the charge. 

 

Returned to duty in August, and in action at Deep Bottom on the 16th, and Wierbottom Church 

on the 25th of same month. In the trenches before Petersburg in August and September. 

Assigned to command the Second Brigade, Second Division, Tenth Corps, in September, and on 

the 29th led his brigade in the successful assault upon Fort Harrison, where he was again 

wounded, and his horse shot under him. In action October 7 at Chaffin's Farm, and on the 29th at 

Darbytown Road. With the first Fort Fisher Expedition under General Butler, December 1 to 31. 
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General Pennypacker's brigade (composed of New York and Pennsylvania regiments) formed a 

portion of the expeditionary corps which, under command of Major General Terry, made the 

successful (and perhaps most brilliant of the war) assault upon Fort Fisher, North Carolina, 

January 15, 1865. 

 

For his distinguished personal 

gallantry in this assault, when 

he was most severely (and it 

was thought for a time 

mortally) wounded, and " for 

gallant and meritorious services 

during the war," Pennypacker 

received six brevets or 

promotions as follows: Brevet 

brigadier-general U. S. . 

Volunteers, January 15, 1865; 

brigadier-general U.S. 

Volunteers, February 18, 1865; 

brevet major-general U.S. 

Volunteers, March 13, 1865; 

colonel Thirty-fourth 

(designation changed to 

Sixteenth) Infantry U.S.A., July 28, 1866; brevet brigadier-general U.S.A., March 2, 1867, and 

brevet major-general U.S.A., March 2, 1867. 

 

The Congressional medal of honor was awarded General Pennypacker for "bravery at the battle 

of Fort Fisher." He was one of the youngest (if not the youngest) general officers of the war, and 

was the youngest man in the history of the regular army to be commissioned a colonel and brevet 

major-general. His commanding general emphasized to the writer of this sketch the declaration 

that Pennypacker and not himself was the real hero of Fort Fisher, and that his "great gallantry 

was only equaled by his modesty." 

 

Since the war (with the exception of two years on leave in Europe), General Pennypacker has 

served in the Southern, Southwestern, and Western States, performing the duties incidental to a 

regimental and post commander. He was temporarily in command of the District of Mississippi 

in 1867, the Fourth Military District in 1868, the Department of Mississippi in 1870, the United 

States troops in New Orleans in 1874, and the Department of the South in 1876. 

 

Placed on the retired list of the army in 1883, on account of wounds, he has since resided in 

Philadelphia. 

 

Source: Officers of the Volunteer Army and Navy who served in the Civil War, published by 

L.R. Hamersly & Co., 1893, 419 pgs. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.joeyablonsky.com/pennypacker.htm
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The youngest general in the Union army. 

Born near Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, Pennypacker grew up in the 

house that George Washington had used as his headquarters. When 

the Civil War broke out, the sixteen‐year‐old youth gave up reading 

law and joined a Chester County militia company as a private. The 

97th Pennsylvania Volunteer Regiment was organized in August 

1861; Pennypacker joined and was elected a captain. 

 

Pennypacker and the unit participated in the Siege of Fort Wagner at 

Charleston, and subsequently in actions at Swift Creek, Drewry's 

Bluff, Chester Station, and Green Plains, where Pennypacker, 

appointed a lieutenant colonel in April 1864 at age nineteen, was 

wounded three times. In August 1864, he was appointed colonel in command of the regiment, 

and the following month was given a brigade, which he led in operations around Petersburg and 

Richmond. He was wounded again in an assault on Fort Gilmer. 

 

On 15 January 1865, in the Union attack on Fort Fisher near Wilmington, North Carolina, 

Pennypacker led the first troops in a charge over the parapet and personally planted the flag of 

the 97th Pennsylvania Volunteers on the wall. At that moment, he was hit in the side by a bullet 

and severely wounded. The colonel was caught by Sgt. Jeptha Clark (great‐great‐grandfather of 

editor in chief John W. Chambers). Hospitalized for ten months, Pennypacker was awarded the 

Congressional Medal of Honor for bravery in capturing the fort. In June 1865, the 

twenty‐year‐old colonel was promoted to brigadier general, becoming the youngest general in 

the Union army. After the war, Pennypacker served in the South and then the West as a colonel 

of infantry in the U.S. Army until his retirement in 1883 at thirty‐nine. 

 

[See also Civil War: Military and Diplomatic Course.] 
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General Galusha Pennypacker 

Memorial 19th Street and 

Benjamin Franklin Parkway 

Logan Square 

Philadelphia, PA  

Artist: Robert Laessle 

Installation: 1934 

Materials: bronze, granite base 

Council District: 5 

 

Galusha Pennypacker (1842- 

1916) a Chester County native, at 

age 22 was the youngest general to serve in the Civil War. The memorial portrays the valiant 

spirit of Pennypacker depicting him clad in classic costume striding forward atop of a gun 

carriage flanked by two tigers. 

  

  

 

Books: 

The Wilmington Campaign - By Chris Eugene Fonvielle 

The memorial to Brevet Major General Galusha Pennypacker - By Pennsylvania. Pennypacker 

Memorial Commission 

The United Service - Published by L.R. Hamersly & Co., 1892  

History of the Doylestown Guards - By William Watts Hart Davis 

Hildegarde's Holiday - By Laura Elizabeth Howe Richards 

Year Book of the Pennsylvania Society of New York - By Pennsylvania Society of New York 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://books.google.com/books?id=Fm5qoMMg5agC&pg=PA268&lpg=PA268&dq=galusha+pennypacker&source=bl&ots=8KYRrjJiPW&sig=QqlZ66ylUrbUxNmW4612VExz9ao&hl=en&ei=KaWxSb3dBNWDtwe519DEBw&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=10&ct=result
http://books.google.com/books?id=ld1YAAAAMAAJ&q=galusha+pennypacker&dq=galusha+pennypacker&ei=EaexSbOVBoPWMOGJ1bgB&pgis=1
http://books.google.com/books?id=ld1YAAAAMAAJ&q=galusha+pennypacker&dq=galusha+pennypacker&ei=EaexSbOVBoPWMOGJ1bgB&pgis=1
http://books.google.com/books?id=fUe5AAAAIAAJ&pg=PA105&dq=galusha+pennypacker&ei=EaexSbOVBoPWMOGJ1bgB
http://books.google.com/books?id=4W8UAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA195&dq=galusha+pennypacker&ei=EaexSbOVBoPWMOGJ1bgB
http://books.google.com/books?id=IxgPAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA119&dq=galusha+pennypacker&ei=EaexSbOVBoPWMOGJ1bgB
http://books.google.com/books?id=Wh4UAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA152&dq=galusha+pennypacker&lr=&ei=BaqxSYmHFZO2ygScwZGoDQ#PPA153,M1
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Galusha Pennypacker Civil War Exeriences 
(from handwritten history of PA Gov. Samuel W Pennypacker 1903-1907 - 

 Genealogy & History of Pennypacker names) 
Begin Galusha Pennypacker history at bottom of page 1 
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