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Some bookkeeping or explanation of footnotes and endnotes should benexbldiwill

use footnotes tadentify where | found my information so the reader may investigate a
comment further Endnoteswill take the reader a page itth as much a full copy of a
document | can print on a page in the boo8omerecordsare legal sied or longer, such

as Civil War Pension Records, and do not lend themselves very well to scanning and
printing in this book. Should a family member wish copies of my records for their own
research all they need do is contact me.
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Ecclesiasticus (or Sirach) 44:7-9

All these were honored in their generations,
and were the pride of the times.
Some of them have left behind a name
so that others declare their praise.

But of others, there is no memary
they have perished as though they had never existed;
they have become as though they had never been born,
they and their children after therh.

Preface

When writing this family histty a question came up about the titlechoseso | feel it
should be explained from my perspectivéVere any of my ancestors of nobility or
famous orof someNBy 26y 2NJ a ¢S alé& (2RIFI&2 AaKl
positive answemwould be agenealaical jackpot. Unfortunately,for 99.8% of people,

the answer is negativeand Fizell is with the majority

X«

The wordcommon may not be a kind term but | call the uAfamous the common
peopleQ Certainly not in the derogatory connotation of the worflependng how one
calculates it, about 69 billion to 110 billion peogiave walked ourwonderful planet
Earth. There are more than 6.8 billion people alive in the world today according to the
U.S. Census and the United Nations. Wendbspeak one languagelo not have one
governmentor belongto the same racedo not have the same ethnic backgrour
have the same wealtldo nothave the same anything excetftat we are trying to live

our livesthe best way we cannder circumstances beyond our contralhat is what we
have in common.

Granted, we all have owwn special gifts, talents and abilities so that underneath we
all have our own uniqueness but we are howeuer, the most part,tallied with the
common people. Unlessthat is, the reader happesto be counted amonghe 0.2%
blessedwith some amount of wealth and fama shame

So, perhaps you may have a less unfavorable opinion when you consider the title of my
work¢L b { 9! w/ I hC ! /haahb al!bQ{ !'b/9{¢w,

! Scripture: The Book of Sirach, or the Wisdom of Jesus the son of Sirach, is a book in the Apocrypha. It is also known as
Ecclesiasticus ("church book™) because of its wide use among Greek an@hrédtians in moral instruction. Classified among

the wisdom writings, the book was written in Hebrew at Jerusalem c. 180 BC by a learned teacher, Jesus ben Sirach, and was
translated into Greek in Egypt with a preface by his grandson not long after 132 BC
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Obviously this book will be directed to people who would be interested in the surname
Fizell, in particular the variety emanating from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. | doubt any

chance exists fothis bookto chosen by Oprah Winfrey or makiee New York Times

Best Seller list. But the Fizell Family Tree has a couple thousand people on it and they all

have friends and relativeso there is hope for a small circulatioBesides, it is free.

Genealogy research can be fand rewardingunless our surname i®0 common How
manypages of Jones or Smitthall fill a census searchPthink that would bean awfully

large number of people to researcH.was blessed with the surname FIZELL. Did not

always believe it! Can you imagine all theffgws, snickers, laughand giggles

attributed to FIZELWvhen my name was called oqtd A & FiasakSS NBS K ¢ L d
enough in schoalvhen the bullies had a ball with ltut when, back a half a century ago

as akid, a recentlyenlisted recruit ina U.S. Amy full of reluctant draftees at roll call,
loud and clearyouheard L & W2 S CPuch!dzNE KSNBK €

Without consciously thinking about, from my recallable youth, learned toput all the

effort | coutd muster into eachtask that came my way. The results were not always
outstanding but enough wersothat | was proud of all my efforts, successes and even

thoseless successful. (Nevizzleout on a task, | said to myself®nce upon a time |
wasan HVAC mechanical contractordahad to choose a business name. | chose

name, J. F. Fizell Company. When | sold the busintes business name had to be

includedin the sale I reallyhurt to sell my name.

That out of the way, where didur branch of aFizellfamily treecome from? Years agd

asked my grandmother. Shieeard the name was Frencland that they lived in
Philadelphia for a long time bwhe admitted shé&knew nothing else about.itShe said
my grandfather really did not knowitherd® IS 6Fa RSIFIR a2 L
had ro brothers to question. Sseeking helpfifty years agan my lunch timd stopped

by the Pennsylvania Historical Sociéty downtown Philadelphisand opened some
Philadelphia City Directoridadexes The shelf looked like it held erdirectory for each
year, the oldestat the time wasfrom 1791. In most directoies | found one, two or
three Fizell names listedt was notoften | was workinglose to 18 and Locust Streets

so it took several months until had achronologicallist of every Fizell from every

PhiladelphieCitydirectory the HSP had on thieshelves

Thus was born the search four Fizell ancestors. And my grandmother was right. Our

Fizell name came from Franade Philadelphia branch afur Fizell family tree had its
origins in France Where in France or whiyey left in the first place is not knowet this
writing. (Although a recent discovery12/31/2009>in Maroilles, Nord, Francef the family
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treeof a Jean Fizel ca 1675 & 17822 | L2 aaAofS fAy | @ Wwéma CAl S
may turn out b be our ancestoMore to come in futureevisions)

What | do knowis our ancestorwas Simon Fizel He and his family arrived in
Philadelphia in the 1790s from the Caribbearhe Ppossible path they tooto get here
begannearly 200years beforeSima Fizelfirst set foot in the New World.Forgive the
next two pages but | believpiecing togethersome events inhistory will layout the
path my ancestortook when theyleft France and eventually settled in Philadelphia.

| believe it went somethintike the following:
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Book One
Chapter One
Origins

Christopher Columbus arrived at the island of Hispaniola on December 5, 14%2s On
second voyage in 1493 he founded the first Spanish colony in the New World on
Hispaniola. The island came to be known as Santo Domingo, the name pfirthipal

city on the island. Santo Domingo was Spanish for St. Dominic, fthender of the
Dominican order of Monks.

The Spanish conquered the indigenous population, the peaceful Taino Indiangaemo

quickly decimated by European diseases and brsitavery, forced to seardior gold for

the Spaniards Gold deposit®n the islandquickly became exhausted and tiSpanish
F20dz2aSR 2y aSEAO2 IyR AGQa N OKSSpanight aAft
settlers, Santo Domingo became a supply station Spanish Galleons crossing the

ocean between Spain and Mexico.

. @& (UKS SINIeé wmMcnnQa {LIFIAY KFER O2YLX SGSft e
Domingo. France quickly took up the void, planting French settlers ondttewestern

coast of the island andmothe close by island of TortugaOccupied by pirates and
smugglers, rurawayindentured servants, andleserters from passing shipBortuga

posed problems for the Frenchin order to maintaira semblance of law and order and

in an attempt to domesticatehe pirates, womerin prisonsback in Franceaccused of
prostitution and thievery were sent to Tortugd&rance named her portion of the island

of Hispaniola, St. Domingu@ronounced San Doma)) the Frenchname for Saint

Dominic.

Another French settleent in the new world totally separate from the Caribbean

islands but als®@ SAAYYAYy3I Ay GKS SI NI & wsheeadnifibez | yR
Fizel family treg were the French Acadians who settled the coastGanada.The
Acadians,ihding themselves @wns in the frequent wars between England dfrdnce,

declared themselves neutral, refusing to take up armsdiher side, which proved
disastrous for the Acadians.

The War of the Grand Alliantagainst France resulted with the complicatedaty of

2 Hispaniola.com sitéttp://www.hispaniola.com/dominican_republic/info/history.php

3 Grand Alliance http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_the_Grand_Alliance
© Joe Fizell 2010
8


http://www.hispaniola.com/dominican_republic/info/history.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_the_Grand_Alliance

Ryswick in 1697 France was ceded the western third Bfispaniolacreating two
permanent colonieson the island St. Dominguefor the Frenchand { LJI ASgntba
Domingo. Unfortunatelyfor the French Acadian settlers along the coast of Canada the
treaty of R/swickawarded England sole ownershopthe provinces of Nova Scotia, New
Brunswickand Prince Edward Island.

Fifty-eight years laterthe French and Indian waagainst England and her American
coloniesbegan in 1755 The British government demanded th&cadians take an oath of
allegiance to theBritish monarch but because the oath also required renouncing a key
article oftheir Catholic faith, they refusedin retaliation 12,000 Acadians, three fourths
of the Acadian settlerstheir homes burnedwere dispersed in what was called the
Great ExpulsionThe largest group was returned to France with othrexsettled in small
groups throughout North America.Some were transported t&t Domingue, some to
Louisiandand others to segregated settlements thighoutthe American coloni€s

The reason fomy mentioning the Acadians a Fizel familywas living in Louisbourg,
Nova Scotiand may havebeen part of those Acadians returned to Frandéyou are
involved with genealogy research every lead mustdmrded for later investigation.

Returningagainto St. Domingugethe colonyhad been the destination for many French
settlers since the earlyt ¢ n n Q §uicklyyeRame one of the richest colonies in the
world primarily producingcane sugar. Over the nekundred years the colonists of St
Domingue thrived aplanters butas the colony grew so did their need for more slaves.
TheindigenousTainopeoplewere nearly extincso an estimated 800,000 African slaves
were imported by 1788 when a census showethere were 27,717 whites in St.
Domingue and 476,987 blacks, 95% of which were slavesFiEmeh Revolution was
festering for many years before it broke oand the turmoil forced some French
families to fleetheir homeland. Te United States had recentlyow itsindependence
from England. With freedonn the air, the fuse was lit for a slavebellion and it
explodedon the night of August 22, 1791. Many white settlers didck free persons
were massacred. By 1804 the only successful slave upristhg mstory of the world
would establish Haiti as a free courftgnd the proud Frenchcolony of St Domingue
was only history.

4Wikipedia encyclopediahttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty of Ryswick

° History of the Acadianshttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History of the Acadians#Elsewhere

® Acadian exile http://www.acadian-cajun.com/exsd.htm

" History of the Acadianshttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History of the Acadians#Elsewhere

8 History St Dominguehttp://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~saintdomingue/Brief%20History.htm
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The St. Domingue slave uprisingegan an exodus ofiearly 28,000white planters,
merchants, and tradesmen from the islaridany stopped in Cubavhere some stayed,
others continued on toother nearby Caribbean islandsAlthough some returned to
France the main body of refugees chose between the French colony of Louisiana and the
coastal cities ofUnited States. Philadelphia, a citypf 28,800 in 1790, by 1798 found
itself host to more than 5,000 St Dominican refugees amugrésfrom the bloody
French Revolutioh Fortunately for me and my family Simon Fizel, his wife and
children wereamongthose refugees.

Another of my silly nd S & Y O9PSNJ 62y RSNI gKI (G fSkibrs ¢ a

Fizel arrived in Philadelphia in the 17%lsout the time of me of the worst epidemics

to hit the city, the Yellow Fever plague of 1793housands fled the city for the country

while those whocould not remained and took their chances .y S 2 F ! YSNA O Q

fictional writers was’ KIF NI S& . NPO{RSY . NRgyd VYNbA 022

a9ahLw{ hC ¢19 ,9!'w MThpPot¢ H6KSNBAY KS RSaO

like during the Yellow Fer exodus.The bookis free by the Project Gutenberg License

or it maybe opened, read, and download&d Adobe Reader forat from my website
http://www.fizell.org/research.htm.

® Transatlantic&rench Eigrésand Refugees

© Joe Fizell 2010
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ChapterTwo
Philadelphia Fizell Genealogy

Simon Fizel (1)

City Directories listing businesses and the heads of household of residenvsle a
unique chronological history.In Philadelphiaa City Directorywas publishedin 1785
before the end of the Revolutioma War. With several exceptions there exist copods
Philadelphia City Directories for the years8%Through 1936and | have photo copies of
most Fizell listings up to 1922. http://www.footnote.com/ has Pittsbugh and
Philadelphia city directories on line for unlimited viewiagd downloadingvith a paid
subscription.

Because Simon Fizel had a unigue surname, his descerttsadsof household can be
chartedwith some degree of accurac¥xcept for an Irish family in the 1880wete was
only one Figll family listedin the Philadelphia Directoriesver a B7 year period.
Keeping them in correct order msore troublesome

TheearlyUnited States Census recorded familiesbyname othe WK S R 2F K2 dza S
with other members in the househollistedonlyl & & Y I f Sé |, boftddbydgeS Yl f S
groups. Starting withthe USCensus of 185@he Census recordedhe namesof all
household memberssex, agesand relationship to the head of householnaking
charting of full families easiemccomplish It isbetween 1791 and 18 that being
accuratesearchingfof A Y2y Qa OKAf RNBY |yR 3aNI YROKATf RNX

Simon Fizelwith his wife Ann and sog&liarrived in the French colony &t. Domingue
prior to 1790. His reasons for leaving France are unknowheir son Elwas born in
Franceaccording to the 1880 U.S. Censufdf dof. aDaughter Emily was born in St.
Domingue in 179@ccording tcan 1850 US Censusvhere Emily listedher birthplace as
Santo Domingt. Son Lewis was born in Cuba, acdogdo the 1880 U.S. Census record
2F ¢K2Yl & CAY SimbrZlivefl & dreritod, N& & Y798 as showthé
recordedlast will and testamentof a wealthy French businessmanwaiich Simonwas
the executor"

These records do provide Simon Fizal NR dzi S (2 BrénSFramc&to St2 2 NI R
Domingue to Cuba to Trenton, NJ to Philadelphia where in the 1799 Philadelphia City
Directory, his occupation was Gentlemanln the 1795 in the Philadelphia directory

there is a Simeon Fidele, French Gentleamd his is the most extreme spelling of Fizel

© Joe Fizell 2010
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found in records so | cannot be positive it is him.

Supporting the above are copies of the recomtduded as endnotes and below

WY T V9 @ S TIDEenEweeay "v ——w. » , Pl ek S 4 “‘I'-Y TT'" WL

\ ¢ ? - ’ H Croji S:taud veet, \
57 Martin Baih, ¥ - . ./Shoemuke; :
59 George Alby ;te, e NG \

. 61 William Ba fon, -kw'\"""“‘ - - U {terer. ¥
" Phaebe Wady wig@w\ T Bol:l:zl:ghmk. b g -
63 Abner Batthfon, \ - Tay
65 Simeon Fidele,” " = - French Gentlemat
- 67 James B{'eal’le), NN TR “Clock&Watch .
1795 Philadelphia City Directory for Arch Streetween 29 and 3¢ streets

On January 20, 1798 Simon Fizel was the executor of a will fodeard. Marés an

Inhabitant of St. Mare, St. Domingo. The record of that Will, fleBhiiadelphia, PA

O2Yy FANNXA {AY2Y & | o FamdyidNhgnBareskigyat 2 F
Trenton,New Jerse® £(St. Mare is actually St. Marc, city in St. DominguEhe will,

located in the Archives of the City of Philadelphia, was in good condition. | have copies

of all pages. Unfortunately there was no additional enlightenmenfonY 2 y Qa 2 NA 3 A
Franceor addresses Trenton, NJ.

All Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania Wills, 1682-1819 results for Simon Fizel

Refine search Hide advanced | Matches 1-1 of 1 Sorted By Relevance
Checking the 'Exact’ box next to each field

requires results to include and match that Name: Simon Fizel

itern exactly,

[0 Match all terms exactly Residence: Trenton

Name: "simon” "Fizel Description: Executor

Lived In {Residence): Date: 16 Jan 1798
Prove Date: 20 Jan 1798
BookPage: ¥:689

Remarks: Jean Mares, Inhabitant of St. Mare, St. Domingo. Jan 16, 1792, Jan 20, 1792, ¥.629, Son:
Benjamin of 5t Mare. Sister: Catharine, \Wife of Mr. Boe of 5t. Micholas France. Exec: Simon Fizel, of

M H : : :
are {b St Mare, now at Trenton. Proved in Philadelphia.

Soundex: United States

m Results per page: |50 v | 1-10f1

According to the Philadelphia City Directory of 1799 Simon Fizel lived at 75Kest
(a small street between Race and Vine Streets that ran from 158 Str2et to 93 N 4th

© Joe Fizell 2010
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of means, retiredordisabled. 0 St AS@S Al AYLI ASA aKIGAy3I |

It is about this point in relating what available informatidnhave on Simon Fizel
concludes. Hoewer | have developed a hypothesis for the history of this ancedter
delving into the will of Jean Marés

JeanP.Maréswas a wealthy man in 1798. His personal belongiotgded $565.16 as
shown in an inventory consisting of thréegal sizecpbagesas shown in the endnotes

page 1, pages 2 & 3" The value of his personal possessions vessrted in dollars
because some were sold in Philadelphia, the balance valued in Philadelphia. This is a
fFNBHS adzy Ay wmTdhyQa | yA icGiparef ioltheSmbinéddzi |
money owed to Jean Maréar the debt his estateowed to others, totalingl38,748

french livré® or $548,14000 as seen on the followingBusinessAccounting- page 1",

page 2top”, page2 botton, page 3top™, page 3 bottont" and page 4™

Jean P. Marés @il in January 1798, yet his estate was not reported to Pennsylvania

until November 28, 1799 at whichdate itindicates there was still much to be collected

and much to balistributed. As executo of the will Simon wago collect all funds due to

the egate and pay all debts, regardless of locatidPhiladelphia, St. Domingue or
France.¢ KS ¢gAff adALz I SR uwXnnn { LI YyAEAK YATff
Benjamin, who was still living in St. Marc where the slave revolt was still underway.
TH G KAa az2y ¢t a aoAaftt tAQGAY3 Ay {0d 52YAYy3
black or mulatto woman with ties to the island, keeping her ther&®e balance of
WSIyQa SadaldsS ¢ra (2 32 (G2 KA& aAradesN /I
Nauderne in France.Thatthe bulk ofWS | MafE&estate went to his sister and nao

his son raises the question my mind

It is possible Simon Fizel made thecessaryoyage to St. Domingue (now Haiti) or

9 hitp://www.bing.com/reference/semhtml/French_livre?src=rdér information on French Livre
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