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Some bookkeeping or explanation of footnotes and endnotes should be explained.  I will 
use footnotes to identify where I found my information so the reader may investigate a 
comment further.  Endnotes will take the reader to a page with as much a full copy of a 
document I can print on a page in the book.   Some records are legal sized or longer, such 
as Civil War Pension Records, and do not lend themselves very well to scanning and 
printing in this book.  Should a family member wish copies of my records for their own 
research all they need do is contact me. 
 
This is an abridged version of the Fizell Family tree.  Complete versions are available on 
the Fizell.org website:: 
 

Search for a Common Man’s Ancestors:  
  Book One 
  Book Two 
  Book Three Part I 
  Book Three Part II 
  Book Three Part III 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fizell.org/
http://www.fizell.org/Book%20One%202014%20.pdf
http://www.fizell.org/Book%20Two%20Bio%20Joe%20&%20Naom%20complete.pdf
http://www.fizell.org/Book%20Three%20Part%20I.pdf
http://www.fizell.org/Book%20Three%20Part%20II%20completed.pdf
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Chapter One 

 
France 

 
Jean Fizel (1) 

 
Jean Fizel was born about 1675 in Maroilles, Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.  

In Maroilles, Nord, France on 13 August 1702 he married Catherine Jeanne De 
Laiguië who was born in 1683, in France.  There are no records Jean and Catherine 
ever left Maroilles. 

 
Jean and Catherine had six children: 

 
Jean Fizell b. Nov 1703, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. 
 
Marie Hombertine Fizel, b. Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Josse Agapit Fizel, b. Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Anne Marie Fizel, b.  Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Hambert Ambroise Fizel, b. Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France  
 
Simon Fizel, 24 May 1714, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
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Simon Fizel (2) 
 

Simon Fizel was born 25 May 1714 in Maroilles, Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.   
He married Anne Marie Josephe Courtin, born 1715 in France.  There are no 
records that Simon and Anne Marie left Maroilles. 

 
Simon and Anne Marie had fourteen children: 

 
Marie Barbe Fizel, b. 4 Dec 1735, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Humbertine Fizel, b. 28 Jan 1737, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Alexis Fizel, b. 13 Nov 1738, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Anne Cëlestine, b. 3 Jul 1740, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Augustine Dorothée Fizel, b. 26 Sep 1742, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Simon Joseph Fizel, b. 14 Dec 1744, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Caroline Fizel, b. 7 Jul 1747, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Agathe Fizel, b. 8 Jul 1749, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Angélique Fizel, b. 30 May 1751, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Éléonore Fizel, b. 13 Apr 1753, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Cirille Fizel, b. 16 Feb 1755, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Scholastique Fizel, b. 6 Mar 1756, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Nathalie Fizel, b. 20 May 1758, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Catherine Fizel, b. 30 Apr 1763, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
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Simon Joseph Fizel (3) 
 

France and St Domingue 
 

Simon Joseph Fizel was born 14 December 1744 in Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. 
 
This is a copy of the baptism record for Simon Joseph Fizel1.  His godfather was Joseph 
Courtin, the brother of Simon’s mother, Anne Marie Courtin.  Note, as was customary, 
the godfather Joseph Courtin signed the official baptismal record. 

 
On the fact that Simon Fizel immigrated to the French colony of St. Domingue2, there is 
no question.  However, on 21 June 1774 on the ship Le Saint Marci arriving au Havre,3 
Simon returned to France as viewed on the passenger listii.  Simon was a successful 

                                                           
1 Archives Nord: http://www.archivesdepartementales.lenord.fr/?id=531 
2 Généalogie et Histoire de la Caraïbe : 06-67 Fizel (Santo Domingo, USA, 18th-19th), Fizel (Houdaille file) 
  
3 Departmental Archives of Seine-Maritime : http://recherche.archivesdepartementales76.net/ 

http://www.archivesdepartementales.lenord.fr/?id=531
http://www.ghcaraibe.org/
http://recherche.archivesdepartementales76.net/
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businessman, a merchant of St. Domingue, and by all records so far discovered, it appears 
Simon was unmarried when he arrived in St Domingue.    
   
In an effort to make a concrete connection of our ancestor, Simon Fizel, who with his 
family fled from St Domingue to Philadelphia between 1793 and 1795 to the family tree 
of Jean Fizel(1), we thank Marie France Rousseaux4 from France, as she provided the 
connection: a copy of the Baptism record of Antoine Benoni Evrard, in May 17755.   
 

Antoine was the child of Simon Fizel's sister, Agathe Fizel and her husband Antoine 
Joseph Evrard.  The baptism was in Maroilles, Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France in 
May 1775.  Simon Fizel, merchant of St Domingue was identified as godfather in 
the baptism record (below). Simon Fizel’s signature is on the baptism record. It was 
the custom for the Godfather to sign the baptismal record if he were present at 
the baptism.  It is unknown if Simon remained in France from his 21 June 1774 
arrival (above) or made a repeat voyage to and from St Domingue for his nephew’s 
baptism.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1777 Simon Fizel became a minor official of St Marc, a city of St Domingue. It is not 
known if his position was gained by appointment or election.  The only duties we are 
                                                           
4 Marie France Rousseaux GeneaNet: http://gw.geneanet.org/gouv?lang=en&v=FIZEL&m=N 
5 Archives Nord: http://www.archivesdepartementales.lenord.fr/?id=531  Page 476 of 1272 

http://gw.geneanet.org/gouv?lang=en&v=FIZEL&m=N
http://www.archivesdepartementales.lenord.fr/?id=531
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aware he performed is indicated by his signature witnessing many death records as found 
on the website Anom6 official records as noted for years below.  
  

 For 1777, St Marc, pages 15iii, 16, 17, 18, 19, 22, 23 and 25.   

 For 1778, St Marc, pages 13 and 16.   

 For 1779, St Marc, pages 17, 21,    

 For 1780, St Marc, pages  2, 11, 15,  

 For 1781, St Marc,   Page 15    
 
Simon Fizel was included in St Marc social activities as indicated by his signature of 
attendance at several weddings, even hosting a wedding at his own villa as noted in 1779, 
page 15. 
 

 1779 – St Marc, Marriage, page 13. 

 1779 – St Marc, Marriage, page 15, wedding at Simon’s villa. 

 1779 – St Marc, Marriage, page 18, Simon attends the wedding of his future 
partner, Louis Alexanderiv Lubinv.  

 
A complete list of records Simon Fizel signed, as an official or as a witness at a wedding, 
can be viewed on Fizell.org at this link: Simon Fizel Records. 
 
There have been no records found of Simon Fizel arriving in St Domingue with a spouse, 
no record of Simon marrying in St Domingue nor any record of a spouse’s death.  Bringing 
a French woman to live permanently in St Domingue was usually the prerogative of 
wealthy planters who lived in the colony or wealthy merchants, which Simon was not.  
Also, the French military would pay the expenses for dependents to accompany career 
military officers in order to keep them content when assigned for long periods of foreign 
duty.  French white women were a scarce commodity in St Domingue.   
 
For a long period in St Domingue’s history, marriage between the white Frenchmen and 
women of mixed blood was socially frowned upon.  Simon Fizel was living in the time 
when that stigma was disappearing as evidenced by the wedding he hosted in his villa. 
 
In the Twenty First Century slavery is an abhorrence and there are terms from the slavery 
period in our history we try to avoid.  This is a story of our family as they lived, nearly 250 

                                                           
6 Irel-anom Archives nationales d’outre-mer website 1777 St Marc Death, Marriage: pages 15, 16,17, 18, 
19, 22, 23 & 25. 

http://www.fizell.org/SIMON%20FIZELL%20St%20Marc%20records.pdf
http://anom.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/caomec2/pix2web.php?territoire=SAINT-DOMINGUE&commune=SAINT-MARC&annee=1777&typeacte=AC_MA
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years ago.  The Eighteenth Century French language provides us with names for persons 
of mixed color.7 
  

A White person and a Black person produced a malutto. First degree 
A White person and a Malutto produced a Quarteroon  Second degree 
A White person and a Quarteroon produce a Tierceroon Third degree 
A White person and a Tieceroon produce a Metis  Fourth degree 
A White person and a métisse produce a Mamelouc. Toussaint L’Ouverture 
thought remaining varieties, if named, are barely distinguishable. 

 
Reading the record below, in St Marc, on 19 July 1779 an illegitimate boy by the name of 
Simon, a mistis, was baptized.  He was born 20 March 1779 and his mother, Cloridine 
Elizabeth was a Tierceroon, a libre or a free woman. Simon Fizel was identified as 
godfather for this boy and Simon signed the record as godfather, not as an official of St 
Marc.  At the birth of his first known child Simon Fizell was thirty-four years old. 
  

 
Above we learn that Simon Fizel sired a boy he named Simon, a Metis, but there exists no 
additional records for the boy, whether or not he lived into adulthood.  There is no record 
of this person arriving in the United States. 
 

                                                           
7 Toussaint LÓuverture: A Biography and Autobiography by Beard & Redpath: page 32 - (not taken 
verbatim)  

http://books.google.com/books?id=BPYCAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA32&lpg=PA32&dq=tierceroon&source=bl&ots=wcI3DktigG&sig=LBr8C54ht9ZeILpyVOL5znk9AqQ&hl=en&sa=X&ei=3uw1VO7cAouNyASRq4GoCg&ved=0CC4Q6AEwAw#v=onepage&q=tierceroon&f=false
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In 1780 Simon Fizel was the official at more St. Marc burials - Anom8 pages 2, 11 & 15 plus 
he hosted at his villa another wedding, St Marc, page 9.  1781 was the last year he was a 
St Marc official witnessing one burial: page 15 plus he was a wedding guest in the record 
on page 10.   
 
In 1783, four months after his thirty-eighth birthday, on 15 April, a son, Hilaire, a 
Tierceron, was born to Hortenze Furnmmée Mona, a Quarteronne.  Hilaire was baptized 
on 27 November 1785 and Simon Fizel was the godfather.  Simon signed the St Marc 

Baptismal record.  Hortenze’s mother was Margueritte Mona. No further records found 
for Hilaire. 
 
The actual date that Simon Fizel became partners with Louis Alexander Lubin is unknown 
but it was between 1779 and 1787.  For arguments sake, say the Lubin-Fizell Company 
begin operations in 1783 as traders in small necessities from France and sending St 
Domingue products to France.    
 
 In 1787, Lubin-Fizel Company partnered with a huge company headquartered in Le 
Havre, France and trading in the western hemisphere as Colombel Elder Besognet Barabé 
Company.  The new partners continued trading in cheap necessities for the Islands and 
colonial goods while purchasing the 260 ton ship Le Alligator9.  
 

                                                           
8 Irel-anom Archives nationales d’outre-mer website 1777 St Marc Death, pages 2, 11 & 15. Marriage: 
page, 9. ; 1781, St Marc, Death – page 15 and marriage page 10. 
9 Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel – information provided by Dr Philippe Clerc 

http://anom.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/caomec2/pix2web.php?territoire=SAINT-DOMINGUE&commune=SAINT-MARC&annee=1777&typeacte=AC_MA
http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
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On 4 February 1788 Jean Amable Louis Auguste, Mistis was baptized, the son of 
Marguirite also known as Annette LaChicotte. The boy will later be known as Louis Fizel, 
son of Simon Fizel.  However, his baptismal record indicates his godfather was R.P 
Stouder.  R.P. is the abbreviation for Reverend Father.  We have no explanation for the 
Priest being identified as godfather.  The actual date of birth for Jean Amable Louis 
Auguste was 26 June 1786 in St Marc as shown on a copy of the baptismal record below.  
Simon Fizel was 41 years of age at the time of his son Louis’ birth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also in 1787 in his new social activities Simon Fizel was present and witnessed three 
marriages, two of which his partner Louis Lubin attended10. 
 
The official Anom records from St. Marc end in 1788 probably due to the slave revolt. 
 

                                                           
10 Irel-anom Archives nationales d’outre-mer website ; 1787 St Marc, Marriages : pages 5, 7 & 18 

http://anom.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/caomec2/pix2web.php?territoire=SAINT-DOMINGUE&commune=SAINT-MARC&annee=1777&typeacte=AC_MA
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In 1788 an advertisement for 
two runaway slaves was 
published by the owners of 
Lubin, Fizel & Company, 
merchants in St. Marc, St. 
Domingue, as viewed in the right 
article11: 
 
The added overhead of the Le 
Alligator with a compliment of 
40 Officers, sailors and marines 
led the new partners, Colombel-
Lubin-Fizel Company to decide 
to invest in weapons operations 
to the slave trade, activity which 
is very lucrative even if it 
involves many risks.   
 
On 27 July 1789 the ship Alligator with 6 cannons for protection returns from Africa with 
a rich cargo with 450 slaves returning about 820,023 livres12.  
 
In 1790 Simon was the President of Corps Volunteers of St Marc, a moderate group of 
officials and Merchants and listed in the Corporation Revolutionary of St-Marc13.   
 
Also in 1790 Simon Fizel and Annette LaChicotte have a daughter Emily14 when Simon is 
forty-five years of age.  There are no surviving records but for Emily’s own 1960 Census 
record.   
 
March 1791 the Alligator is outfitted for another trip to Africa seeking to share "with a 
rich cargo to the slave trade” as indicated in the certificate of inspection of the ship.   On 
4 September 1791 the ship is still in Malimbe harbor as indicated by the first death 
certificate of a slave.  In December 1791, the vessel arrived at the port of Saint-Marc, on 
the island of Santo Domingo. The sale of the cargo begun December 11, 1791 and 

                                                           
11 http://www.marronnage.info/fr/lire.php?id=8878&type= :Le Marronnage A Saint Domingue article 
provided by Dr. Philipe Clerc 
12 Philippe Clerc supplied information: Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel 
13 Généalogie et Histoire de la Caraïbe Bulletin 197, November 2006, Page 5027 
14 US Census, 1860.  Emily Fizel, 60, said she was born in Santo Domingo. 

http://www.marronnage.info/fr/lire.php?id=8878&type
http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
http://www.ghcaraibe.org/
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completed in early April 1792. But due to political events and revolts broke out in Santo 
Domingo disorders, the slave trade of the company is interrupted15. 
 
Sometime after April 1792 the Alligator is sent to Baltimore.  Passengers include Louis 
Alexander Lubin, his wife, family, slaves and possessions.  Among the passengers is an 
unknown Fizelvi.  Louis Lubin was the partner of Simon Fizel16.   
 
Annette LaChicotte, the mother of Jean Amable Louis Auguste and Emily was known as 
Ann Fizel, wife of Simon in Philadelphia.  Her son Louis was one of Simon’s sons who came 
to Philadelphia with them from St Domingue. She also had a second son, Eli Fizel who 
lived with Annette several years in Philadelphia.  Annette Lachicotte, b. 6 Mar 1765 in 
Petite Riviere De LÁrtibonite, St. Domingue17.  ” The enclosed birth record at Petite Riviere 
de l’Artibonite of Anne Marguerite said Annette La Chicotte reads she was the natural 
child of a quarteroon named Amable Françoise and from an unknown father. The 
godfather was Louis Charles, son of Mr. Rossignol Lachicotte.  As regards to the 
interbreeding scale the father was a white and should be Louis Charles Rossignol 
Lachicotte!”18  

 
This completes the records from St Domingue for Simon Fizel as of this writing. 

 
 
 
 

                                                           
15 Philippe Clerc supplied information: Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel 
16 Philippe Clerc supplied information: Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel 
17 Philippe Clerc: provided the baptism record for Annette Lachicotte 
18 Philippe Clerec: 5/30/2013 

http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
United States of America 

 
American City Directories listing businesses and the heads of household of residents 
provide a unique chronological history.  In Philadelphia, a City Directory was published in 
1785 before the end of the Revolutionary War.  With several exceptions there exist copies 
of Philadelphia City Directories for the years 1785 through 1936.19   
 
Because Simon Fizel had a unique surname, his descendants’ head of households can be 
charted with some degree of accuracy.  Except for an Irish family in the 1880s there was 
only one Fizell family listed in the Philadelphia Directories over a 137 year period.   
 
The photo below is from the 1795 Philadelphia City directory for Arch Street between 2nd 
and 3rd Streets: Simeon Fidele.    This is the most extreme spelling of Fizel found in records 
but I believe it is him.  
 

The 1796 Philadelphia City Directory listing is identical to the photo above. 
 
On January 20, 1798 Simon Fizel was the executor of a will for one Jean P. Marés, an 
Inhabitant of St. Mare, St. Domingo. The record of that Will, filed in Philadelphia, PA, 
confirms Simon as a “former resident of St. Mare, Santo Domingo, now residing at 
Trenton, New Jersey.”  (St. Mare is actually St. Marc, city in St. Domingue.)  The will, 
located in the Archives of the City of Philadelphia, was in good condition.  Copies of the 
will are available20 on line and are included in the end notes at the end of this book.   

                                                           
19 http://www.footnote.com, unlimited viewing Philadelphia & Pittsburgh city directories w/paid subscritption. 

20 Contact Joe@fizell.org or at Fizell.org 

http://www.footnote.com/
mailto:Joe@fizell.org
http://www.fizell.org/
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According to the Philadelphia City Directory of 1799 Simon Fizel lived at 73 New Street (a 
small street between Race and Vine Streets that ran from 158 N 2nd Street to 93 N 4th 
Street.) For ‘Occupation’ he again was listed as “Gentleman”. I don’t know if he was a 
person of means, retired or disabled.  I believe it implies “having independent means.”  
 

 
 
In 1800 it is believed Simon Fizel took his son Lewis to St Domingue then to France on 
business.   
 
Supporting my belief is the following: 
 

a.) Simon was in litigation with or against his former partners, Colombel Elder 
Besognet Barabé and Lewis Alexander Lubin as described in the 49Z Fonds Bonvin-
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Colombel21 held by Le Havre Archives Municipales22.   
 

b.) Also, Simon was the executor of the extensive estate of Jean Mares, from St. Marc, 
St Domingue. Jean P. Marés was a wealthy man in 1798.  The value of his personal 
belongings that he managed to take with him as a refugee from St. Domingue 
totaled $565.16 as shown in an inventory consisting of three legal sized pages as 
shown in the endnotes: page 1vii, pages 2 & 3.viii  I am assuming he did not have a 
home in New York or Trenton, New Jersey before the slave uprising.  The value of 
his personal possessions was reported in dollars because some were sold in 
Philadelphia, the balance valued in Philadelphia.   
 

c.) Jean Mares’ personal property is a large sum in 1798’s United States but a mere 
pittance compared to the combined money owed to Jean Marés or the debt his 
estate owed to others, totaling 138,748 French livre23 or $548,140 as seen on the 
following:  Business Accounting - page 1ix, page 2 topx, page 2 bottomxi, page 3 
topxii, page 3 bottomxiii and page 4xiv of his will. 

 
d.) Jean P. Marés died in January 1798, yet his estate was not reported to Pennsylvania 

until November 26th, 1799, at which date it indicates there were still huge amounts 
to be collected and much to be distributed.   

 
e.) As executor of the will Simon was to collect all funds due to the estate and pay all 

debts, regardless of location; Philadelphia, St. Domingue or France.  The will 
stipulated 2,000 Spanish milled dollars were to be given to Jean’s son Benjamin, 
who was still living in St. Marc where the slave revolt was still underway.  That his 
son was still living in St. Domingue leads to the question: was his son’s mother a 
black or mulatto woman with ties to the island, keeping her there?   
 

f.) The balance of Jean’s estate was to go to his sister Catherine Boe who was living in 
St. Nicholas de la Nauderne in France.   That the bulk of Jean’s Marés estate went 
to his sister and not to his son suggested Simon did go to France. 

 
Simon Fizel made the necessary voyages to St. Domingue (now Haiti) and to France in his 
capacity as executor of the will and to settle business with his former partners in St 
Domingue, leaving Simon's family in Trenton or Philadelphia to await his return.   

                                                           
21 http://archives.lehavre.fr/uploadsdocs//r1337175571.pdf records of 49Z: Fonds Boivin-Colombel 
22 Le Havre Archives Municipales: http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-
/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/ 
23 http://www.bing.com/reference/semhtml/French_livre?src=refl for information on French Livre 

http://archives.lehavre.fr/uploadsdocs/r1337175571.pdf
http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
http://www.bing.com/reference/semhtml/French_livre?src=refl
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At fifty-five years of age, Simon in 1800, took his son Lewis on this voyage.  It is supported 
by the record of a 15 years old Louis Fizel returning to Philadelphia via the port of Le 
Harve, France, unaccompanied by an adult, on the ship Benjamin Franklin on 28 April 
180124.  Unfortunately the record from La Havre is fragmentary and the Généalogie et 
Histoire de la Caraïbe is unable to locate the original record or that it may be digitized for 
analysis.  This is important because in the record Lewis identified his father as Lewis 
(error) and mother as Annette Lachcoitte.  Perhaps one day this actual record will be 
available to view. 
 
Further supporting records are contained in the legal documents: 49Z Fonds Bovin-
Colombel held by the Le Havre Archives Municipales which are unavailable to this author. 
 
Currently we have no additional records from France or St Domingue for Simon Fizel. 
 
The early United States Census recorded families only by the surname of the ‘head of 
household” with other members in the household, listed only as “male” and ‘female”, 
sorted in columns by age group.  Simon Fizel was not recorded in the 1800 United States 
Census nor was his family. 
 
Starting with the US Census of 1850 the Census recorded the names of all household 
members, sex, ages and relationship to the head of household making charting of full 
families easier to accomplish.  It is between 1791 and 1840 that being accurate searching 
for Simon’s children and grandchildren is more difficult. 
 
Simon's son Eli was born in France according to the 1880 U.S. Census of Eli’s sonxv but 
there is no other documentation to verify that.  Daughter Emily was born in St. Domingue 
in 1790 according to an 1850 U.S. Census where Emily listed her birthplace as Santo 
Domingoxvi.  Son Lewis was born in Cuba, according to the 1880 U.S. Census record of 
Thomas Fizell, Lewis’ sonxvii and that claim appears incorrect.  Simon was in Trenton, NJ in 
1798 as indicated in the recorded last will and testament of his friend Jean Mares a 
wealthy French businessman of which Simon was the executorxviii.   
 
A section of an 1828 mapxix of Philadelphia on page 68 will identify the different addresses 
where Simon, and later his wife and children lived in Philadelphia between 1795 and 1830 
with a legend identifying which years they were at each location 

 
 

                                                           
24 Généalogie et Histoire de la Caraïbe : Bulletin 196, page 4995 Original record still being sought. 

http://www.ghcaraibe.org/bul/ghc196/som196.html
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Annette La Chicotte in Philadelphia 
is Ann Fizell,  

Wife of Simon Fizel 
 
Although Simon is no longer found 
in later Philadelphia City 
Directories, in 1808 Ann Fizel was 
listed as a shopkeeper at 125 N 2nd 
Street, near the corner of Elfreth’s 
Alley and 2nd Street.  While the 
original houses from this period 
still exist in Elfreth’s Alley the 
buildings on 2nd Street have been 
replaced over the years. 
            Link to more Elfreth’s Alley photos 
 
 

 
 
The 1808 City Directory (above) is the first we find Ann Fizel.  The 1810 US Census (below) 
lists Ann Fizel as head of household living in the front of 125 N. 2nd Street at the corner 
of Elfreth’s Alley. Elfreth’s Alley is the oldest surviving residential street in America, 
running east to west between Front Street and 2nd Street.  
 

 
Ann was a Dry Goods shopkeeper with two younger females and no males living in the 
household. This census indicates Ann was over 45 years of age. One female was under 10 
and the other’s age was 16 through 25. I assume the latter is daughter Emily who  
would have been 20 years old in 1810 and have yet to learn the identity of the female 
under 10 years of age but I believe she is the Mary Fizell who in 1850 lived with Emily in 
the Germantown section of Philadelphia.  Another assumption: depleting independent 
means forced Ann to seek a way to support herself and her daughters.  Also, her sons 
begin to emerge to be counted in society shortly after she becomes a businesswoman.  

http://www.google.com/images?hl=en&rlz=1G1GGLQ_ENUS327&q=elfreth%27s+alley&um=1&ie=UTF-8&source=univ&ei=OH0XTK6JG8H98AaenZW3CQ&sa=X&oi=image_result_group&ct=title&resnum=5&ved=0CD4QsAQwBA
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Judging from the buildings still standing from this time period, they are small by today’s 
standards. It is interesting to note from the 1810 census records, Ann Fizel’s family lived 
in her shop in the front of 125 N. 2nd Street, yet two additional families lived in the rear 
of 125 N. 2nd Street on the next census page (below).    
 

 
 
I cannot resist interjecting something for the reader to ponder.  Did we ever wonder what 
it was like to live as our ancestors did in 1800?  Consider personal hygiene and water in 
the house.  The three families living at 125 N. 2nd Street had to share two very important 
items, the well water pump and the privy.   
 
The well pump was usually in the last room before exiting the house to the rear yard or 
possibly in the basement.  The “necessary” or privy was an outhouse built in the rear yard 
over a deep round pit, about 3 feet in diameter and 10 or 12 feet deep, lined with brick 
and a dirt floor to facilitate drainage into the ground.  The further distance the privy was 
from the well helped reduce contamination to the well water.  Privy and water must be 
accessible to all occupants of the building.  Of course chamber pots were in use.  In some 
neighborhoods it was still the practice to throw the chamber pot contents into the street 
to be washed away by rain water.  Now those were the good old days!  Schuylkill River 
water was pumped to homes after 1818.25 
 
Also in the Philadelphia 1810 U.S. Census there is a head of household, Susanna Frizzell.  

She was a Seamstress residing at the back of 67 Market St, with a male child under 10 
years of age.  Possibly a Fizel widow? 
 
 

                                                           
25 Arden Press of Philadelphia -  

http://www.faculty.fairfield.edu/faculty/hodgson/Courses/city/philadelphia/PHILHISTORY.html
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Lewis Fizel, Ann’s 
oldest son is the first 
child to be found in 
United States records. 
This is from the 1811 
City Directory, the first record of Ann’s son Lewis.  He was living in Kensington, an area 
growing fast around Frankford Road, Shackamaxon Street and Prince Street (present day 
Girard Avenue).  This mapxx of 1828 Kensington area of Philadelphia County copied from 
the Kenneth W Milano Kensington26 website will allow the reader to see the different 
streets where Lewis and his descendants lived.   
 
Kensington Residences were rows of homes on streets leading from Prince Street down 
to the Delaware River docks where much of the Philadelphia ship building was being done.  
Lewis lived his adult life on and near Crown Street (present day Crease Street).  
 
Eli Fizel, Ann’s younger son is the next child to be found in United States records. 

The Philadelphia City 

Directory for 1812 was 

missing but both Eli Fizell 

and Lewis Fizel served in 

the Pennsylvania Militia 

during the War of 1812.   

Eli (Ely) Fizel was on the 

muster rolls of the 4th 

Detachment (Rush’s), 

Pennsylvania Militia, while 

Lewis was on the Muster 

rolls of Thompson’s 

Regiment, Pennsylvania 

Militia.   

 

                                                           
26 http://kennethwmilano.com/page/Home/tabid/72/Default.aspx 

http://kennethwmilano.com/page/Home/tabid/72/Default.aspx


© Joe Fizell 2014 

22 
 

Rush’s Militia was assigned to 

man Fort Mifflin as protection 

for the city of Philadelphia but 

did not see any action during 

the war.  Both men were 

married with children as will 

later be established.                                 

I do not have a copy of the 
1813 City Directory but on the 
typed list I made years ago at 
the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania, Ann Fizel, a 
widow was living at 74 S. 5th 
Street.  That house was 
around the corner, only a few 
steps from the Pennsylvania 
State House where the Declaration of Independence was debated and signed, 
Independence Hall.  The land at 74 S. 5th street is part of the city block occupying the 
Liberty Bell Pavilion and the Liberty Bell Center, all part of the Independence National 
Historic Park.   
 
Also in 1813 Lewis Fizel, a carpenter, resided on Prince Street near Crown Street in the 
Kensington section of Philadelphia County, a short distance north of where Ely and Ann 
lived in the City proper.   
 
From the 1814 Philadelphia City Directory there is a Susanna Fizel, Teacher at 3 Patton’s 
Court which 
was a small 
alcove on the 
west side of 
26 south 
Fourth Street 
just below 
High Street (present day Market Street). Patton Court was only one street from Ann’s 
house and three city blocks from Eli’s home.  Eli Fizel was a Playing Card Maker living at 
153 N 4th Street in Philadelphia proper and his brother Lewis Fizel, a carpenter, now living 
on Crown Street near Queen Street, closer to the river, in Kensington.  Queen Street 
became present day Richmond Street.  Susannah Frizzell (page 19) and Susannah Fizel 
may be the same person. 
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Ann Fizel and her son Eli Fizel lived close by each other in the vicinity of 3rd and Race 
Streets in the years between 1814 and 1830, the last year Ann was listed in a City 
Directory.  Between 1817 and 1821 Ann and Eli lived in the same house at 314 Sassafras 
Street (Race Street). Ann’s occupation was listed either as a shopkeeper or widow. Eli was 
a Playing Card Maker but he eventually became a paperhanger. Later City Directory 
listings indicate Eli moved his family west within the city where he earned his living as a 
paperhanger, plus he sold and maintained stoves with Augustus Fizell, one of his sons.   
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i Ship Le Saint Marc :   

  

                                                           



© Joe Fizell 2014 

25 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

ii Portion of Passenger list of Le Saint Marc leaving Le Havre 1774 

 

 

iii Sample of Reference: 

1777 St Marc Death records, page 15 – two deaths witnessed by Simon Fizel 
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iv 1779 St Marc Marriage Lubin-Arnaud wedding part one: 

 

v 1779 St Marc Marriage Lubin-Arnaud wedding part two: 
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vi Passengers on Le Allegator – 1792 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



© Joe Fizell 2014 

28 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
vii Page 1 (in two parts) of Jean Marés Inventory 
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Bottom portion of page 1 
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viii Page 2 (in two parts) of Jean Marés Inventory 
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Bottom portion of page 2 & top of page 3 
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ix Page 1a of accounts owed and owing! 
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Page 1a of accounts owed and owing! 
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x Page 2 top section (page was cropped to fit printing.) 
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xi  Page 2 bottom section (page was cropped to fit printing.) 

 

xii Page 3 top section (page was cropped to fit printing.)  
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xiii Page 3 bottom section (page was cropped to fit printing.) 
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xiv Page 4 
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xv 1880 US Census for Eli Fizell, wife Jennie and daughter Alice
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xvi 1850 US Census for Emily Fizell and Mary Fizell 
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xvii 1880 US Census for Thomas Fizell, wife Fanny
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xviii Will of Jean Mares, Philadelphia, formerly St. Marc, St. Domingo.  Simon Fizell, executor.   
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xix 1828  Philadelphia Map with addresses 

 
 
AA  -  65 Arch Street    (1795)   
AB  -  73 New Street    (1799)   
A    -  125 North 2nd Street  (1808 – 1811) 
B    -  74 South 5th Street  (1813)  
C    -  153 North 4th Street  (1814) 
D    -  314 Sassafras Street (Race) (1816 – 1824)  living with son, Eli Fizell 
E    -  209 Callowhill Street  (1828 – 1830) 
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xx  1828 map of Kensington from KennethWMilano.com 

 

http://kennethwmilano.com/

