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Joseph Fuller Fizell (9)

19151935

Chapter One

On Wednesday, the 18of Mayin 1915my father,Jaseph FulleFizell was borto

Roy and MaryHyslop)Fizell Atthetimetheyy SNE f AGAYy 3 gAGK w2eQa

Clara Fizell at 6643 Tordede Avenue in the Tacony section of Philadelphia, PA

The family worshiped at the Tacony Methodist Church on the corner of Hegerman
Street and Longshore Ave, Tacony. Adigust 1 1915 Joe was baptizedHis Grandfather
Joseph Fizell decided to be baptizhimselfat the sameservice with his grandson
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A sister, Milda Hyslop Fizell, was born May 28, 1916 ar
brother, Roy Neel Fizell, Jr, was born on January 29,.1 -
On the right is a 1920 photo of the three children2 S g
younger brother Roy idd from injuries suffered in ar

accident in 1925; he was only six years old.

Situated along the Delaware River, Tacony
between Bridesburg to the south and Holmesburg to t
north, separated by farms and woodlands that gave am
opportunity for youngJoe to roam and explore durin
summer school vacations. Tacony streets, laid out on
of farmland many years before, were being opened as n
K2YSa ¢6SNB o6SAy3a O2yaidNd
rapidly expanding population
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Joe attended the Mary Dsson Elementary School, 4521 Longshore Ave for his first
through seventh grades from September 1921 until the school, unable to accommodate
the growing Tacony population
closed in June, 1928. Though built le
than thirty years before, the
overcrowded schol was replaced
with the Hamilton Disston Elementar
School at Cottage and Knorr Stree
Joe graduated from the new schog
the following June, 1929 then
completed a year at the Warre
Harding Jr. High School at Wakeling
and Torresdale Avenue beforg
attending the Jules Mastbau
Vocational Technical High School
3116 Frankford Avenue in
Kensington section of Philadelphia”®
The family lived at 6818 Edmond Street, Tacony from 1921 to (#f&e 2013 photo).

This 1926 photo of Joe, sister Milda
and Grandmother Clara Fizell sitting on the
front steps of their home at 6631 Glenlock
Street in Tacongn a Sunday after church

An average student Joe readily
admitted he did not like schoochnd was
waiting to urn 16 years of age so he could
legallyleave school and find a jolObtaining
a jobin the United Statesluring the Great
Depression was difficuliut the Disston Saw
Works the major employer in Tacony
managed to keep mny of their people
working. Disston was #amily run business
W2 S di-graAdfather Thomas Fizell and
W2SQa 3INFYRTFFGKSN w23aSLK
Disston factory most of their lives

Disston made it a practice to hire from
GAUKAY (GKS antbéngfiydsf FI YA
hiring young men at much lower salary
allowed them totrain and hold onto labor.
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Joe turned sixteen in May of 1931 while Disston was experiencing grewmiog
activity from its workforce even during the Depression, yatany longtime employees
remained loyal to the company. This family loyalty helped dcare employment as an
unskilled factory laborer in the summer of 193e had a job now and that was more
than many men in Tacony, and for that matter, the country, could claim. Being single and
living at home, Joe enjoyed his new found freedom with mpoimehis pockets.

wW2S CAT Stf &I & p Qyandlightcbmplexoh,bléck hair WitB R A dzY
short natural waves and blue eyes. He won over people with his smile and a welcoming
personality that made dters feel good to be around him although thiel have a temper
he normally held under control.

tg2 2T W2S QaereBobifydNildor tzéeiygads older, and Joey Baxter,
one year older They alsdivedin Tacony Theywere a trio after Joe left schaolBobby
Wilsonwas arough and tumbleguy with a reputation as a good biaghter. Although not
old enough to legally drinkhe trio woulddrop by a neighborhood bar late in the evening
hoping for a confrontation.Bobby eventually became a prison guardha Philadelphia
House of Correctias on State Road tHolmesburg Joey became a brick layer, moving to
Somers Point, NJThough going their separate wag$ter all three married they did
maintain close relationshipss the years passed by
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Naomi Roberts
1918¢ 1935

Chapter One

In 1916 war had been raging in Europe for two years whdwin Thomas Roberts
decided to join the US Navy. Ed had been liwitly his widowed mother Eleanor Roberts
at 257 E. Bringhursti®tet in Germantown The following year Ed married his sweetheart
Elsie Ritchi¢ennypackewhen his ship was irport and he was able to visit home for a
few weeks.While he was at sea Elstentinued to livewith her parents Frederick.and
Margaret (Ritchie) énnypacker at 1935 Dennie Street in the Nicetown section of
Philadelphia.

Born an March 22, 191 the Pennypacker homan Dennie Street was their first
child, Naomi Grace Roberte.y mMdpmMdpE 9R yR 9faAirsS adAatft NB
fresh ou of the Navy, established himself as a motorman with the Philadelphia Rapid
Transit companyOn July 12, 1920 John Lewis Roberts, was abi®35 Dennie St.

Naomi with Elsi@bove and Naomi witkd,right.

© Joe Fizell 2014 7



=1 =
@‘*‘:] ///// /)/ / ¢, // //9 wﬁu
Ll
. .;-J/;Mv"/l/t/é(/ J,AC(J \./ p‘("éﬂ clicted / :
.//A'; &M L/ fl“’/" (r‘>‘/ and
fors mr/ 1 &éi/% /"\, /A /{2
lorn' al . O\J&W Lé(’// ‘/Cé(/ cn e =,
oL D" oy r/ c/éédu, & A SIL L i orees
ﬁr/ A
= ﬁg‘” M r/u; t/ AM - ﬁé(. ’5
In the ’\Imm’ 2
of the Father, aud of the Son | -
aud nf the ﬁnlu Ghost ~ :
Spousers: - il /
Gantle | had. & @é/ ‘
= - -
D
T S ‘_4‘» { ﬁ ﬁ i ﬁﬁ '-‘

On the 1% of July, 198 Naomi Grace Roberts was baptized at the Mount
Hermon Reformed Church a6% and Wingohocken &tets, Philadelphia, PA.
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Living conditions were crowdeat 19355 Sy y A S { G NB S o 9f AaASQa
Lillian Smith returned home with two daughtex Margaret and Leah. Frederick
Pennypacker was algaroviding a home for higrandniece FlorencgOrbell not ideal
conditions for the growing Roberts family

Between 1920 and 1930 Ed moved his family, first to a row house on Boudinot
Streetthen toanotherrow houseat 3040 NADe Street in a neighborhoodf Philadelphia
now called KensingtonBefore the consolidation of the City of Philadelphia a@aunty
of Philadelphian 1854, a different section of Philadelphia Counglong the Delaware
River stretching north from Frankford Roadup to Penn Treaty Parkwas called
Kensington but now was called FishtownConfusing foresidents anchistorians as the
city spread north, west and south, the names for neighborhaomsese often changed.

Elsieand Edwin Roberts haadr additional children all boys Edwin T. in 1923
and Norman on September 26, 1927, RodmRitchieon February 8, 1936 and Howard
Frederickon November 1, 1938. Edwin T Roberts died shortly after his birth.

Naomi and youngerbrother Jack \__ ,
(John) attended the Lewis Elkin Elemente- ’\
School at D and Clearfield Streets. In 10&
Ed Roberts moved his family to 3326 N.
Street (2013 Photo on right.)A house he;
rented for the next 28 yearsthe Roberts
home fondly remembered byheir children |,
and many grandchildren

After moving to Lee StregfNaomi
went tothe John B Stetson Jr. High Schoo¥
B Street and Allegheny Avenweéhile her
brothers attended the William Cramg
Elementary School at Ontario and Howa
Strees.

Naomi grauated from Stetson Jr.
High School in June, 1932 moving on to the Kensington High School for Girls at 2075 E
Cumberland for the fall semester.

The Roberts family would vacation for one or two weeks each summer at the
Wildwoods, a seaside resort in Nel@rsey. While not as famous as Atlantic City to the
Y2NIKZI GKS 2AtRg22RaQ fFNHSN)I 6SHOKZ HARS 0o
rental rates enticed many working class Philadelphians to make the railroad trek further
south.
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Naomi Roberts, 8INB (G G & I A NI
with brown hair and hazel eyes was the only
daughter and was closely supervised by her
mother Elsie, a woman who ruled her
household with rigid authority. Naomi
maintained high grades in school but as a girl
she understood she wdd not continue on to
college after graduating high school. She
would have been expected to contribute to
% the family by finding employment in one of the
' many factories in Kensington until she found
= herself a husband.

7 The photo on the lefts of Naomi and

her brother Norman on the front steps at 3326
N. Lee Streewvastaken around the time of her
graduation from Stetson JHigh School in
1932. .

In July of 1934 Elsie and Ed Roberts took
their children, Naomi, Jack and Norman to The Wildwoods famanser vacation at the
beach.
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Joe and Naomi
1935¢ 1960

Chapter One

On summer weekend3oe often hitckhiked
from Tacony to theNew Jersey seashor
resorts. In Julyof 1934he came upon Naomi
sunbathing onthe beachand struck upa

conversaton. She was 16 years old a ;
under the watchful eye of Elsiealways ===
suspiciousand cautiouswhen it came to|
boys around her only daughter. Naomi wz
still in school and Joe, older at 19orb
watching as Naomi was quite taken with Jog
Astheir relationship blesanedon the beach
and boardwalkhey made plans t@ontinue
to see each otheback home in Philadelphia

Joewas still livingwith his parents,
Roy and Maryhis younger sister Milda anc
w2 e Qa Y2 iKSTheir/hénteddhe
time was at 6722 Jackson Street in Tacon

After the summer vacation was ove
Naomi returned to High School. To cou
Naomi, Joe walked, hitehiked or traveled ™ et A e
2y G0KS b2d pc (NRtftSe OFNIIf2y3 ¢2NNBaRItS
on Lee Street in Kensington, a distance of nearly six miles. Joe would visit Naomi on the
weekends, making the round trip Saturday and most Sundays. Their courtship bloomed.

e

Joe proposed to Naomi at Christmas 1934. She left high school after theddew Y
as they prepared for their wedding. Joe and Naomi were married on July 21, 1935 at the
St. Ambrose Episcopal Church, Howard and Ontario Streets, several blocks from where
Naomi lived. He was 20 and she was 17 yehagje
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Joe and Naomi begatheir married
fAFS ftAQAYI GAOK W2SQa LI NByilasxs wz2eée FyR al
fAGAY3I Ay GKS K2dzaS ¢4l a w2 DQear ol Bidtey, Wild2 ( K S NJ
Not ideal living circumstances for young newlywedse gaid his father a reasonable
room and boardwvhile saving toward obtaining their own home. Naomi contributed by
helping with the house cleaning. There was an additional benefit to the arrangement.
Disston Saw Works on State Road was a short ten mimalie to work for Joe.

Philadelphia, especially in the older neighborhoods to the north and south of
center city, was still a city of endless blocks of rented small row houses surrounding all
types of manufacturing buildings. Most men, skilled craftsraad unskilled laborers
alike, worked in a factory in their neighborhood, a short walk from home. If a new job
was secured in another part of Philadelphia, the family might move to a neighborhood
closer to the new job. Changing jobs was not to be taiggrily.

The living arrangemerdn Jackson Streemnly lasted into the next year when Joe
and Naomi moved inta second floor apartment on Paul Street in the Frankford section
of Philadelphia.Now Joe had a three mile one wagk to work so the cost opublic
GNI yALR NI GA2Y dhdiherbyiteht oldicidénce gtiiealBSiraet
apartment two blocksoff Torresdale Avenuewas half way between their respective
LI NByidQa K2YSao
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Naomirealized she was pregnant shortly after they movetd ime apartment and
iKSe& YIRS LXIlya FT2NJ GKS o0l 0@ QaNodnNiNdsday, t | NB
November 19, 1936be wasworking atthe Disstorfactoryin Taconywhen Naomi went
into labor. There were no telephones available to call Jework, nor had they
considered telephoning an optionNaomileft a notefor Joeon the kitchen tableand
bundledup as well she couldAll month the weather had been in the 50°s but last night
the temperature dropped to 205Fhe lowesttemperature so &r thatwinter.!

Naomiboarded aNo. 56 trolley caron TorresdaleAvenue, changingt 2" Street
and Erie Aveo the No. 57 trolleysouthboundon 2'9 Street, exiting the trolley at Lehigh
Avenue Shewalkedtwo blocks easto the Episcopal Hospital &ront St and Lehigh
Avenue. Joe discovered her note when dreived home from work and went to the
hospital whereNaomiwas still in labor. Joseph Fuller Fizell Jr. was born at 6 AViaay,
November 20, 1938nd baptized on April 4, 1937 in the Tagdviethodist Church

On April 4, 1937, Joseph F Fizell, Jr. was baptized at the Tacony United Methodist
Church at Hegerman Street and Longshore Ave.

Joeand Naomhad a new baby Hs youngwife wasdepressed, livingn a dngy 2
floor apartment wihout family or friends close by for suppodand Joe was feeling
depresed himself. Every dollar he earned went toward living expens&is21 he had
been working in the Disston factory for five years and he wondered if he would be stuck

! Franklin Institute Philadelphia Weather Datétp://www.fi.edu/weather/data2/index.html
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