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This 2015 Revision is to change the layout of the book “The Search for a Common Man’s 

Ancestors”.  Now, our family history of the FIZELL Surname will be offered within: 

BOOK ONE:  Part I - Generations 1 Through 8 – Simon Fizel through Roy Fizell                                  

1675 - 1973 

Part II – Biography of Joseph Fizell and Naomi Roberts 1915 – 1981 

BOOK TWO:  Part I – Autobiography of Joseph Fizell, Jr 1937 – 1953 

Part II – Autobiography of Joseph Fizell, Jr 1953 – 1956 

Part III – Autobiography of Joseph Fizell, Jr and Helen Cathro        

1956 – to present. 

The other Books in “The Search for a Common Man’s Ancestors” are:   

       BOOK THREE: The Hyslop Surname – William Wilson Hyslop 

  BOOK FOUR: The McElroy’s from “Ireland to Scotland to USA”. 

  BOOK FIVE: The Leask and Fraser family from Scotland 

  BOOK SIX: Will be devoted to the Cathro Surnamed Branch 

   BOOK SEVEN:  Will be devoted to the Roberts – Pennypacker Surnamed Branches. 

Some bookkeeping or explanation of footnotes and endnotes should be explained.  I will 
use footnotes to identify where I found my information so the reader may investigate a 
comment further.  Endnotes will take the reader to a page with as much a full copy of a 
document I can print on a page in the book.   Some records are legal sized or longer, such 
as Civil War Pension Records and some Census records that do not lend themselves very 
well to scanning and printing in this book.  Should a family member wish copies of my 
records for their own research all they need do is contact me. 
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THE SEARCH FOR A COMMON MAN’S ANCESTORS 

Ecclesiasticus (or Sirach) 44:7-9 

All these were honored in their generations,  
and were the pride of the times.  

Some of them have left behind a name  
so that others declare their praise. 

 
But of others, there is no memory,  

they have perished as though they had never existed;  
they have become as though they had never been born,  

they and their children after them.1 
 

 
Preface 

 
When writing this family history a question came up about the title I chose so I feel it 
necessary to be explained from my perspective.  Were any of my ancestors of nobility or 
famous or of some renown or as we say today, “had their 15 minutes of fame.”?  A 
positive answer would be a genealogical jackpot.  Unfortunately, for 99.8% of people, the 
answer is negative, and Fizell is with the majority.   
 
The word common may not be a kind term but I call the un-famous ‘the common people’.  
Certainly not in the derogatory connotation of the word!  Depending how one calculates 
it, about 69 billion to 110 billion people have walked our wonderful planet Earth.  There 
are more than 7.09 billion people alive in the world in mid-2013 according to the U.S. 
Census and the United Nations.  We do not speak one language, do not have one 
government or belong to the same race, do not have the same ethnic background or have 
the same wealth, do not have the same anything except that we are trying to live our lives 
the best way we can under circumstances beyond our control.  That is what we have in 
common.   
 
Granted, we all have our own special gifts, talents and abilities so that underneath, we all 
have our own uniqueness and we are however, for the most part, tallied with the common 
people.  Unless that is, the reader happens to be counted among the 0.2% blessed with 
some amount of wealth and fame or shame. 
 
Hence, my title THE SEARCH FOR A COMMON MAN'S ANCESTORS 

 
1 Scripture: The Book of Sirach, or the Wisdom of Jesus the son of Sirach, is a book in the Apocrypha. It is also known as 

Ecclesiasticus ("church book") because of its wide use among Greek and Latin Christians in moral instruction. Classified among 
the wisdom writings, the book was written in Hebrew at Jerusalem c. 180 BC by a learned teacher, Jesus ben Sirach, and was 
translated into Greek in Egypt with a preface by his grandson not long after 132 BC.. 



© Joe Fizell 2014 

6 
 

 
Obviously this book will be directed to people who would be interested in the surname 
Fizell, in particular the variety emanating from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and the 
members of other family surnamed branches attached to this Fizell tree.  I doubt any 
chance exists for this book to chosen by Oprah Winfrey nor would it make the New York 
Times Best Seller list.  But the Fizell Family Tree has a couple thousand people on it and 
they all have friends and relatives so there is hope for a small circulation.  Besides, it is 
free.  
 
Genealogy research can be fun and rewarding unless our surname is too common.  How 
many pages of Jones or Smiths will fill a census search?  I think that would be an awfully 
large number of people to research.  I was blessed with the surname FIZELL.  Did not 
always believe it!  Can you imagine all the guffaws, snickers, laughs and giggles attributed 
to FIZELL when my name was called out – “is Joe Fizzle here?”  It was bad enough in school 
when the bullies had a ball with it but when, back a half a century ago as a kid, a recently 
enlisted recruit in a U.S. Army full of reluctant draftees, at roll call, loud and clear, you 
hear “Is Joe Failure here?”  Ouch!   
 
Without consciously thinking about it, from my recallable youth, I learned to put all the 
effort I could muster into each task that came my way.  The results were not always 
outstanding but enough were so that I was proud of most of my efforts, successes and 
even those less successful.  (Never fizzle out on a task, I said to myself.)  Once upon a time 
I was an HVAC mechanical contractor and had to choose a business name.  I chose my 
name, J. F. Fizell Company.  When I sold the business, the business name had to be 
included in the sale.  It really hurt to sell my name. 
 
That out of the way, where did our branch of a Fizell family tree come from?  Years ago I 
asked my grandmother Mary Fizell.  She heard the name was French and that they lived 
in Philadelphia for a long time but she admitted she knew nothing else about it.  She said 
my grandfather really did not know either.  He was dead so I couldn’t ask him and he had 
no siblings to question.  Seeking help, about 1960 while on my lunch break, I stopped by 
the Pennsylvania Historical Society in downtown Philadelphia and opened some 
Philadelphia City Directories Indexes. The shelf looked like it held one directory for each 
year, the oldest at the time was from 1791.  In most directories I found one, two or three 
Fizell names listed.  It was not often that I was working close to 13th and Locust Streets so 
it took several months until I had a chronological list of every Fizell from every 
Philadelphia City directory the HSP had on their shelves2.  
 

 
2 Phila. City Directory.pdf: http://www.fizell.org/Phila%20City%20Directory.pdf 

http://www.fizell.org/Phila%20City%20Directory.pdf
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Thus was born the search for our Fizell ancestors.  And my grandmother was right.  Our 
Fizell name came from France; the Philadelphia branch of our Fizell family tree had its 
origins in France and St. Domingue. The possible path they took to get here began nearly 
200 years before Simon Fizel first set foot in the New World.   
 
Forgive the history lesson on the next few pages while I piece together some events in 
history that prepared the path our ancestors took when they left France and eventually 
settled in Philadelphia.  (If you wish to skip the History, jump to page 11.) 
 
I believe it went something like the following: 
 
Christopher Columbus arrived at the island of Hispaniola on December 5, 1492. On his 
second voyage in 1493 he founded the first Spanish colony in the New World on 
Hispaniola. The island came to be known as Santo Domingo, the name of the principal city 
on the island.  Santo Domingo was Spanish for St. Dominic, the founder of the Dominican 
order of Monks.  
 
The Spanish conquered the indigenous population, the peaceful Taíno Indians who were 
quickly decimated by European diseases and brutal slavery, forced to search for gold for 
the Spaniards3. Gold deposits on the island quickly became exhausted and the Spanish 
focused on Mexico and it’s riches of silver. Leaving only several thousand Spanish settlers, 
Santo Domingo became a supply station for Spanish Galleons crossing the ocean between 
Spain and Mexico. 
 
By the early 1600’s Spain had completely abandoned the western end of Santo Domingo. 
France quickly took up the void, planting French settlers on the northwestern coast of the 
island and on the close by island of Tortuga.  Occupied by pirates and smugglers, run-
away-indentured servants, and deserters from passing ships, Tortuga posed problems for 
the French.   In order to maintain a semblance of law and order and in an attempt to 
domesticate the pirates, women in prisons back in France, accused of prostitution and 
thievery were sent to Tortuga.  France named her portion of the island of Hispaniola, St. 
Domingue (pronounced San Doman), the French name for Saint Dominic. 
 
Another French settlement in the new world, totally separate from the Caribbean islands 
but also beginning in the early 1600’s, and one that may offer a thread in the Fizel family 
tree, were the French Acadians who settled the coast of Canada. The Acadians, finding 
themselves pawns in the frequent wars between England and France, declared 
themselves neutral, refusing to take up arms for either side, which proved disastrous for 

 
3 Hispaniola.com site http://www.hispaniola.com/dominican_republic/info/history.php 

http://www.hispaniola.com/dominican_republic/info/history.php
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the Acadians.   
 
The War of the Grand Alliance4 against France resulted with the complicated treaty of 
Ryswick in 16975.  France was ceded the western third of Hispaniola creating two 
permanent colonies on the island, St. Domingue for the French and Spain’s Santo 
Domingo.  Unfortunately for the French Acadian settlers along the coast of Canada the 
treaty of Ryswick awarded England sole ownership of the provinces of Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island.  
 
Fifty-eight years later the French and Indian war against England and her American 
colonies began in 1755.  The British government demanded the Acadians take an oath of 
allegiance to the British monarch but because the oath also required renouncing a key 
article of their Catholic faith, they refused.  In retaliation 12,000 Acadians, three fourths 
of the Acadian settlers, their homes burned, were dispersed in what was called the Great 
Expulsion.  The largest group was returned to France with others resettled in small groups 
throughout North America.6  Some were transported to St Domingue, some to Louisiana7 
and others to segregated settlements throughout the American colonies8.   
 
The reason for my mentioning the Acadians - a Fizel family was living in Louisbourg, Nova 
Scotia and may have been part of those Acadians returned to France or the French colony 
at St. Domingue.  If you are involved with genealogy research every lead must be recorded 
for later investigation.  As of this writing the Fizel named individuals of Acadia and those 
of St. Domingue do not have a relationship to each other. 
 
Returning again to St. Domingue, the colony had been the destination for many French 
settlers since the early 1600’s and quickly became one of the richest colonies in the world 
primarily producing cane sugar. Over the next hundred years the colonists of St Domingue 
thrived as planters but as the colony grew so did their need for more slaves. The 
indigenous Taíno people were nearly extinct so an estimated 800,000 African slaves were 
imported by 1788 when a census showed there were 27,717 whites in St. Domingue and 
476,987 blacks, 95% of which were slaves.  
 
The French Revolution was festering for many years before it broke out and the turmoil 
forced some French families to flee their homeland.  The United States had recently won 
its independence from England. With freedom in the air, the fuse was lit for a slave 
rebellion and it exploded on the night of August 22, 1791. Many white settlers and black 

 
4 Grand Alliance - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_the_Grand_Alliance 
5 Wikipedia encyclopedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Ryswick 
6 History of the Acadians - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Acadians#Elsewhere 
7 Acadian exile - http://www.acadian-cajun.com/exsd.htm 
8 History of the Acadians - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Acadians#Elsewhere 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_the_Grand_Alliance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Ryswick
hthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Acadians#Elsewhere
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Joe%20Fizell/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Book%20One%20revised/-%20http:/www.acadian-cajun.com/exsd.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Acadians%23Elsewhere
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free persons were massacred. By 1804 the only successful slave uprising in the history of 
the world would establish Haiti as a free country9 and the proud French colony of St 
Domingue was only history.  
 
The St. Domingue slave uprising in 1791 began an exodus of nearly 28,000 white planters, 
merchants, and tradesmen, most with their families and in many instances, their slaves, 
from the island. Many stopped in Cuba where some stayed, others continued on to other 
nearby Caribbean islands.  Although some returned to France, the main body of refugees 
chose between the French colony of Louisiana and the coastal cities of United States.   
 
Philadelphia, a city of 28,800 in 1790, by 1798 found itself host to more than 5,000 St 
Dominican refugees and émigrés from the bloody French Revolution10.  Fortunately for 
my family - Simon Fizel, his wife and children were among those refugees. 
 
Simon Fizel arrived in Philadelphia in the 1790s about the time of one of the worst 
epidemics to hit the city, the Yellow Fever plague of 1793.  Thousands fled the city for the 
country while those who could not, remained and took their chances.   
 
There is a very accurate description of what life was like in Philadelphia during this time 
period.  One of America’s early fictional writers was Charles Brockden Brown.  His book is 
titled “ARTHUR MEVYN or MEMOIRS OF THE YEAR 1793” wherein he describes what the 
city and countryside was like during the Yellow Fever exodus.  The book is free by the 
Project Gutenberg License or it may be opened, read, and downloaded in Adobe Reader 
format from the Fizell.org website by clicking the link above. 
 
We begin at the known beginning of what we call the Fizell Family tree in the following 
books:  Search for a Common Man’s Ancestors:  
  Book One Part I 
  Book One Part II 
  Book Two Part I 
  Book Two Part II 
  Book Two Part III 
 
 

 

 
 

 
9 History St Domingue - http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~saintdomingue/Brief%20History.htm 
10 Transatlantica French Emigrés and Refugees 

http://www.fizell.org/Arthur%20Mervyn.pdf
http://www.fizell.org/index.htm
http://www.fizell.org/Book%20One%20-%20Part%20I%201625%20-%201978.pdf
http://www.fizell.org/Book%20One%20-%20Part%20II%201915%20-%201981.pdf
http://www.fizell.org/Book%20Three%20Part%20I.pdf
http://www.fizell.org/Book%20Three%20Part%20II%20completed.pdf
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~saintdomingue/Brief%20History.htm
http://transatlantica.revues.org/index1147.html#ftn3
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Chapter One 
 

France 
 

Jean Fizel (1) 
 

Jean Fizel was born about 1675 in Maroilles, Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.  
In Maroilles, Nord, France on 13 August 1702 he married Catherine Jeanne De 
Laiguië who was born in 1683, in France.  There are no records to indicate that Jean 
and Catherine ever left Maroilles. 

 
Jean and Catherine had six children: 

 
Jean Fizell b. Nov 1703, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. 
 
Marie Hombertine Fizel, b. Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Josse Agapit Fizel, b. Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Anne Marie Fizel, b.  Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Hambert Ambroise Fizel, b. Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France  
 
Simon Fizel, 24 May 1714, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
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Simon Fizel (2) 
 

Simon Fizel was born 25 May 1714 in Maroilles, Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France.   
He married Anne Marie Josephe Courtin, born 1715 in France.  There are no 
records to indicate that Simon and Anne Marie left Maroilles during their lifetime. 

 
Simon and Anne Marie had fourteen children: 

 
Marie Barbe Fizel, b. 4 Dec 1735, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Humbertine Fizel, b. 28 Jan 1737, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Alexis Fizel, b. 13 Nov 1738, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Anne Cëlestine, b. 3 Jul 1740, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Augustine Dorothée Fizel, b. 26 Sep 1742, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Simon Joseph Fizel, b. 14 Dec 1744, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Caroline Fizel, b. 7 Jul 1747, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Agathe Fizel, b. 8 Jul 1749, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Angélique Fizel, b. 30 May 1751, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Éléonore Fizel, b. 13 Apr 1753, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Cirille Fizel, b. 16 Feb 1755, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Scholastique Fizel, b. 6 Mar 1756, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Marie Nathalie Fizel, b. 20 May 1758, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
 
Catherine Fizel, b. 30 Apr 1763, Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 
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Simon Joseph Fizel (3) 
 

France and St Domingue 
 

Simon Joseph Fizel was born 14 December 1744 in Maroilles, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. 
 
This is a copy of the baptism record for Simon Joseph Fizel11.  His godfather was Joseph 
Courtin, the brother of Simon’s mother, Anne Marie Courtin.  Note, as was customary, 
the godfather Joseph Courtin signed the official baptismal record. 

 
 On the fact that Simon Fizel immigrated to the French colony of St. Domingue12, there is 
no question.  However, on 21 June 1774 on the ship Le Saint Marci arriving au Havre,13 
Simon returned to France as viewed on the passenger listii.  Simon was a successful 

 
11 Archives Nord: http://www.archivesdepartementales.lenord.fr/?id=531 
12 Généalogie et Histoire de la Caraïbe : 06-67 Fizel (Santo Domingo, USA, 18th-19th), Fizel (Houdaille file) 
  
13 Departmental Archives of Seine-Maritime : http://recherche.archivesdepartementales76.net/ 

http://www.archivesdepartementales.lenord.fr/?id=531
http://www.ghcaraibe.org/
http://recherche.archivesdepartementales76.net/
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businessman, a merchant of St. Domingue, and by all records so far discovered, it appears 
Simon was unmarried when he arrived in St Domingue.     
 
In an effort to make a concrete connection of our ancestor, Simon Fizel, who with his 
family fled from St Domingue to Philadelphia between 1793 and 1795 to the family tree 
of Jean Fizel(1), we thank Marie France Rousseaux14 from France, as she provided the 
connection: a copy of the Baptism record of Antoine Benoni Evrard, in 177515.   
 

Antoine was the child of Simon Fizel's sister, Agathe Fizel and her husband Antoine 
Joseph Evrard.  The baptism was in Maroilles, Nord, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France in 
1775.  Simon Fizel, merchant of St Domingue was identified as godfather in the 
baptism record (below). Simon Fizel’s signature is on the baptism record. It was the 
custom for the Godfather to sign the baptismal record if he were present at the 
baptism.  It is unknown if Simon remained in France from his 21 June 1774 arrival 
(above) or made a repeat voyage to and from St Domingue for his nephew’s 
baptism.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1777 Simon Fizel became a minor official of St Marc, a city of St Domingue. It is not 
known if his position was gained by appointment or election.  The only duties we are 

 
14 Marie France Rousseaux GeneaNet: http://gw.geneanet.org/gouv?lang=en&v=FIZEL&m=N 
15 Archives Nord: http://www.archivesdepartementales.lenord.fr/?id=531 

http://gw.geneanet.org/gouv?lang=en&v=FIZEL&m=N
http://www.archivesdepartementales.lenord.fr/?id=531
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aware he performed is indicated by his signature witnessing many death records, as found 
on the website Anom16 official records, as noted for the years listed below:  

• For 1777, St Marc, pages 15iii, 16, 17, 18, 19, 22, 23 and 25.   

• For 1778, St Marc, pages 13 and 16.   

• For 1779, St Marc, pages 17, 21,    

• For 1780, St Marc, pages  2, 11, 15,  

• For 1781, St Marc,   Page 15    
 
Simon Fizel was included in St Marc social activities as indicated by his signature of 
attendance at several weddings, even hosting a wedding at his own villa as noted in 1779, 
page 15. 
 

• 1779 – St Marc, Marriage, page 13. 

• 1779 – St Marc, Marriage, page 15, wedding at Simon’s villa. 

• 1779 – St Marc, Marriage, page 18, Simon attends the wedding of his future 
partner, Louis Alexanderiv Lubinv.  

 
A complete list of records Simon Fizel signed, as an official or as a witness at a wedding, 
can be viewed on Fizell.org at this link: Simon Fizel Records. 
 
There have been no records found of Simon Fizel arriving in St Domingue with a spouse, 
no record of Simon marrying in St Domingue nor any record of a spouse’s death.  Bringing 
a French woman to live permanently in St Domingue was usually the prerogative of 
wealthy planters who lived in the colony or wealthy merchants, which Simon was not.  
Also, the French military would pay the expenses for dependents to accompany career 
military officers in order to keep them content when assigned for long periods of foreign 
duty.  French white women were a scarce commodity in St Domingue.   
 
For a long period in St Domingue’s history, marriage between the white Frenchmen and 
women of mixed blood was socially frowned upon.  Simon Fizel was living in the time 
when that stigma was disappearing as evidenced by the wedding he hosted in his villa17. 
 
In the Twenty First Century, slavery is an abhorrence and there are terms from the slavery 
period in our history we try to avoid.  This is a story of our family as they lived, nearly 250 

 
16 Irel-anom Archives nationales d’outre-mer website 1777 St Marc Death, Marriage: pages 15, 16,17, 
18, 19, 22, 23 & 25. 
17 Irel-anom Archives nationales d’outre-mer website 1777 St Marc Death, Marriage: pages 15 

http://www.fizell.org/SIMON%20FIZELL%20St%20Marc%20records.pdf
http://anom.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/caomec2/pix2web.php?territoire=SAINT-DOMINGUE&commune=SAINT-MARC&annee=1777&typeacte=AC_MA
http://anom.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/caomec2/pix2web.php?territoire=SAINT-DOMINGUE&commune=SAINT-MARC&annee=1777&typeacte=AC_MA
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years ago.  The Eighteenth Century French language provides us with names for persons 
of mixed color.18 
  

A White person and a Black person produced a malutto. First degree 
A White person and a Malutto produced a Quarteroon  Second degree 
A White person and a Quarteroon produce a Tierceroon Third degree 
A White person and a Tieceroon produce a Métis  Fourth degree 
A White person and a métisse produce a Mamelouc. Toussaint L’Ouverture 
thought remaining varieties, if named, are barely distinguishable. 
 

Reading the record below, in St Marc, on 19 July 1779 an illegitimate boy by the name of 
Simon, a Métis, was baptized.  He was born 20 March 1779 and his mother, Cloridine 
Elizabeth was a Tierceroon, a libre (a free woman). Simon Fizel was identified as godfather 
for this boy and Simon signed the record as godfather, not as an official of St Marc.  At 
the birth of his first known child, Simon Fizell was thirty-four years old. 
  

 
Above we learn that Simon Fizel sired a boy he named Simon, a Metis, but there exists no 
additional records for the boy, whether or not he lived into adulthood.  There is no record 
of this person arriving in the United States. 
 

 
18 Toussaint LÓuverture: A Biography and Autobiography by Beard & Redpath: page 32 - (not taken 
verbatim)  

http://books.google.com/books?id=BPYCAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA32&lpg=PA32&dq=tierceroon&source=bl&ots=wcI3DktigG&sig=LBr8C54ht9ZeILpyVOL5znk9AqQ&hl=en&sa=X&ei=3uw1VO7cAouNyASRq4GoCg&ved=0CC4Q6AEwAw#v=onepage&q=tierceroon&f=false
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In 1780 Simon Fizel was the official at more St. Marc burials - Anom19 pages 2, 11 & 15 
plus he hosted at his villa another wedding, St Marc, page 9.  1781 was the last year he 
was a St Marc official witnessing one burial: page 15, plus he was a wedding guest in the 
record on page 10.   
  
In 1783, four months after his thirty-eighth birthday, on 15 April, a son, Hilaire, a 
Tierceron, was born to Hortenze Furnmmée Mona, a Quarteronne.  Hilaire was baptized 
on 27 November 1785 and Simon Fizel was the godfather.  Simon signed the St Marc 
Baptismal record.  Hortenze’s mother was Margueritte Mona. No further records found 
for Hilaire 
 Baptism record of Hilaire: 

 
The actual date that Simon Fizel became partners with Louis Alexander Lubin is unknown 
but it was between 1779 and 1787.  For arguments sake, say the Lubin-Fizell Company 
began operations in 1783 as traders in small necessities from France and sending St 
Domingue products to France.    
 
 In 1787, Lubin-Fizel Company partnered with a huge company headquartered in Le 
Havre, France and trading in the western hemisphere as Colombel Elder Besognet Barabé 

 
19 Irel-anom Archives nationales d’outre-mer website 1777 St Marc Death, pages 2, 11 & 15. Marriage: 
page, 9. ; 1781, St Marc, Death – page 15 and marriage page 10. 

http://anom.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/caomec2/pix2web.php?territoire=SAINT-DOMINGUE&commune=SAINT-MARC&annee=1777&typeacte=AC_MA
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Company.  The new partners continued trading in cheap necessities for the Islands and 
colonial goods for France while purchasing the 260 ton ship Le Alligator20.  
 
 
On 4 February 1788 Jean Amable Louis Auguste, Mistis was baptized, the son of 
Marguirite also known as Annette LaChicotte. The boy will later be known as Louis Fizel, 
son of Simon Fizel.  However, his baptismal record indicates his godfather was R.P 
Stouder.  R.P. is the abbreviation for Reverend Father.  We have no explanation for the 
Priest being identified as godfather.  The actual date of birth for Jean Amable Louis 
Auguste was 26 June 1786 in St Marc, as shown on a copy of the baptismal record below.  
Simon Fizel was 41 years of age at the time of his son Louis’ birth.  
 

Also, in 1787 in his new social activities, Simon Fizel was present and witnessed three 
marriages, two of which his partner Louis Lubin also attended21. 
 
The official Anom records from St. Marc end in 1788, probably due to the slave revolt. 

 
20 Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel – information provided by Dr Philippe Clerc 
21 Irel-anom Archives nationales d’outre-mer website ; 1787 St Marc, Marriages : pages 5, 7 & 18 

http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
http://anom.archivesnationales.culture.gouv.fr/caomec2/pix2web.php?territoire=SAINT-DOMINGUE&commune=SAINT-MARC&annee=1777&typeacte=AC_MA
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In 1788 an advertisement for two 
runaway slaves was published by 
the owners of Lubin, Fizel & 
Company, merchants in St. Marc, 
St. Domingue, as viewed in the 
right article 22: 
 
The added overhead of their ship, 
Le Alligator, with a compliment of 
40 Officers, sailors and marines, 
led the new partners, Colombel-
Lubin-Fizel Company to decide to 
invest in weapons operations to 
the slave trade, activity which is 
very lucrative even if it involves 
many risks23.   
 
On 27 July 1789 the ship Alligator, with 6 cannons for protection, returns from Africa with 
a rich cargo of 450 slaves returning about 820,023 livres24.  
 
In 1790 Simon was the President of Corps Volunteers of St Marc, a moderate group of 
officials and Merchants and listed in the Corporation Revolutionary of St-Marc25.   
 
Also in 1790 Simon Fizel and Annette LaChicotte have a daughter Emily26 when Simon is 
forty-five years of age.  There are no surviving records but for Emily’s own 1960 Census 
record.   
 
March 1791 the Alligator is outfitted for another trip to Africa seeking to share "with a 
rich cargo to the slave trade” as indicated in the certificate of inspection of the ship.   On 
4 September 1791 the ship is still in Malimbe harbor as indicated by the first death 
certificate of a slave.  In December 1791, the vessel arrived at the port of Saint-Marc, on 
the island of Santo Domingo. The sale of the cargo begun December 11, 1791 and 

 
22 http://www.marronnage.info/fr/lire.php?id=8878&type= :Le Marronnage A Saint Domingue article 
provided by Dr. Philipe Clerc 
23 Philippe Clerc provided information: Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel 
24 Philippe Clerc provided information: Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel 
25 Généalogie et Histoire de la Caraïbe Bulletin 197, November 2006, Page 5027 
26 US Census, 1860.  Emily Fizel, 60, said she was born in Santo Domingo. 

http://www.marronnage.info/fr/lire.php?id=8878&type
http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
http://www.ghcaraibe.org/
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completed in early April 1792. But due to political events and revolts broke out in Santo 
Domingo disorders, the slave trade of the company is interrupted27. 
 
Sometime after April 1792 the Alligator is sent to Baltimore.  Passengers include Louis 
Alexander Lubin, his wife, family, slaves and possessions.  Among the passengers is an 
unknown Fizelvi.  Louis Lubin was the partner of Simon Fizel28.   
 
Annette LaChicotte, the mother of Jean Amable Louis Auguste and Emily was known as 
Ann Fizel, wife of Simon when she was living in Philadelphia.  Her son Louis was one of 
Simon’s sons who came to Philadelphia with them from St Domingue. She also had a 

second son, Eli Fizel who lived with Annette several years in Philadelphia.  Annette 
Lachicotte, b. 6 Mar 1765 in Petite Riviere De LÁrtibonite, St. Domingue29.  ” The birth 
record below, at Petite Riviere de l’Artibonite, of Anne Marguerite it says Annette La 
Chicotte was the natural child of a quarteroon named Amable Françoise and from an 
unknown father. The godfather was Louis Charles, son of Mr. Rossignol Lachicotte.  As 
regards to the interbreeding scale the father was a white and should be Louis Charles 
Rossignol  Lachicotte!”30 
 

This completes the records from St Domingue for Simon Fizel as of this writing. 
 
 

 
 

 
27 Philippe Clerc provided information: Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel 
28 Philippe Clerc provided information: Le Havre Archives Municipales: 49Z Fonds Boivin-Colombel 
29 Philippe Clerc: provided the baptism record for Annette Lachicotte 
30 Philippe Clerec: 5/30/2013 

http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
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Philadelphi a, Pennsylvania 
United States of America 

 
American City Directories listing businesses and the heads of household of residents 
provide a unique chronological history.  In Philadelphia, a City Directory was published in 
1785 before the end of the Revolutionary War.  With several exceptions there exist copies 
of Philadelphia City Directories for the years 1785 through 1936.31   
 
Because Simon Fizel had a unique surname, his descendants’ head of households can be 
charted with some degree of accuracy.  Except for an Irish family in the 1880s there was 
only one Fizell family listed in the Philadelphia Directories over a 137 year period.   
 
The photo below is from the 1795 Philadelphia City directory for Arch Street between 2nd 
and 3rd Streets: Simeon Fidele.    This is the most extreme spelling of Fizel found in records 
but I believe it is him.  

The 1796 Philadelphia City Directory listing is identical to the photo above. 
 
On January 20, 1798 Simon Fizel was the executor of a will for one Jean P. Marés, an 
Inhabitant of St. Mare, St. Domingo. The record of that Will, filed in Philadelphia, PA, 
confirms Simon as a “former resident of St. Mare, Santo Domingo, now residing at 
Trenton, New Jersey.”  (St. Mare is actually St. Marc, city in St. Domingue.)  The will, 
located in the Archives of the City of Philadelphia, was in good condition.  Copies of the 
will are available32 online and are included in the end notes at the end of this book. 

 
31 http://www.footnote.com, unlimited viewing Philadelphia & Pittsburgh city directories w/paid subscription. 

32 Contact Joe@fizell.org or at Fizell.org 

http://www.footnote.com/
mailto:Joe@fizell.org
http://www.fizell.org/
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According to the Philadelphia City Directory of 1799 Simon Fizel lived at 73 New Street (a 
small street between Race and Vine Streets that ran from 158 N 2nd Street to 93 N 4th 
Street.) For ‘Occupation’ he again was listed as “Gentleman”. I don’t know if he was a 
person of means, retired or disabled.  I believe it implies “having independent means.”  
 

 
 
In 1800 it is believed Simon Fizel took his son Lewis to St Domingue then to France on 
business.   
 
Supporting my belief is the following: 
 
a.) Simon was in litigation with or against his former partners, Colombel Elder Besognet 

Barabé and Lewis Alexander Lubin as described in the 49Z Fonds Bonvin-Colombel33 
held by Le Havre Archives Municipales34.   

 
33 http://archives.lehavre.fr/uploadsdocs//r1337175571.pdf records of 49Z: Fonds Boivin-Colombel 
34 Le Havre Archives Municipales: http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-
/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/ 

http://archives.lehavre.fr/uploadsdocs/r1337175571.pdf
http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
http://archives.lehavre.fr/delia-CMS/archives/site/article_id-/sstopic_id-/topic_id-/topic_parent_id-805/
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b.) Also, Simon was the executor of the extensive estate of Jean P. Marés, from St. Marc, 

St Domingue. Jean P. Marés was a wealthy man in 1798.  The value of his personal 
belongings, that he managed to take with him as a refugee from St. Domingue, totaled 
$565.16 as shown in an inventory consisting of three legal sized pages as shown in the 
endnotes: page 1vii, pages 2 & 3.viii  I am assuming he did not have a home in New York 
or Trenton, New Jersey, before the slave uprising.  The value of his personal 
possessions was reported in dollars because some were sold in Philadelphia, the 
balance valued in Philadelphia.   

 

c.) Jean Mares’ personal property is a large sum in 1798’s United States but a mere 
pittance compared to the combined money owed to Jean Marés or the debt his estate 
owed to others, totaling 138,748 French livre35 or $548,140 as seen on the following:  
Business Accounting - page 1ix, page 2 topx, page 2 bottomxi, page 3 topxii, page 3 
bottomxiii and page 4xiv of his will. 

 
d.) Jean P. Marés died in January 1798, yet his estate was not reported to Pennsylvania 

until November 26th, 1799, at which date it indicates there were still huge amounts to 
be collected and much to be distributed.   

 
e.) As executor of the will Simon was to collect all funds due to the estate and pay all 

debts, regardless of location; Philadelphia, St. Domingue or France.  The will stipulated 
2,000 Spanish milled dollars were to be given to Jean Marés’ son Benjamin, who was 
still living in St. Marc, where the slave revolt was still underway.  That his son was still 
living in St. Domingue leads to the question: was Jean P. Marés child’s mother a black 
or mulatto woman with ties to the island, keeping her there?   

 

f.) The balance of Jean Mares’ estate was to go to his sister Catherine Boe, who was living 
in St. Nicholas de la Nauderne in France.   That the bulk of Jean’s Marés estate went 
to his sister and not to his son suggested Simon did go to France. 

 
Simon Fizel made the necessary voyages to St. Domingue (now Haiti) and to France in his 
capacity as executor of the will and to settle business with his former partners in St 
Domingue, leaving Simon's family in Trenton or Philadelphia to await his return.   
 
At fifty-five years of age, Simon in 1800, took his son Lewis on this voyage.  This is 
supported by the record of a 15 years old Louis Fizel, returning to Philadelphia via the port 
of Le Harve, France, unaccompanied by an adult, on the ship Benjamin Franklin on 28 April 

 
35 http://www.bing.com/reference/semhtml/French_livre?src=refl for information on French Livre 

http://www.bing.com/reference/semhtml/French_livre?src=refl
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180136.  Unfortunately the record from La Havre is fragmentary and the Généalogie et 
Histoire de la Caraïbe is unable to locate the original record or that it may be digitized for 
analysis.  This is important because in the transcribed record, Lewis identified his father 
as, Lewis (error) and mother as Annette Lachcoitte.  Perhaps one day this actual record 
error will be available to view. 
 
Further supporting records are contained in the legal documents: 49Z Fonds Bovin-
Colombel held by the Le Havre Archives Municipales which are unavailable to this author. 
 
Currently we have no additional records from France or St Domingue for Simon Fizel.   
 
The early United States Census recorded families only by the surname of the ‘head of 
household” with other members in the household, listed only as “male” and ‘female”, 
sorted in columns by age group.  Simon Fizel was not recorded in the 1800 United States 
Census nor was his family. 
 
Starting with the US Census of 1850 the Census recorded the names of all household 
members, sex, ages and relationship to the head of household making charting of full 
families easier to accomplish.  It is between 1791 and 1840 that being accurate searching 
for Simon’s children and grandchildren is more difficult. 
 
Simon's son Eli was born in France according to the 1880 U.S. Census of Eli’s sonxv but 
there is no documentation to verify that.  Daughter Emily was born in St. Domingue in 
1790 according to an 1850 U.S. Census where Emily listed her birthplace as Santo 
Domingoxvi.  Son Lewis was born in Cuba, according to the 1880 U.S. Census record of 
Thomas Fizell, Lewis’ sonxvii and that claim appears incorrect.  Simon was in Trenton, NJ in 
1798 as indicated in the recorded last will and testament of his friend Jean Mares a 
wealthy French businessman of which Simon was the executorxviii.   
 
A section of an 1828 mapxix of Philadelphia on page 68 will identify the different addresses 
where Simon, and later his wife and children lived in Philadelphia between 1795 and 1830 
with a legend identifying which years they were at each location.     
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
36 Généalogie et Histoire de la Caraïbe : Bulletin 196, page 4995 Original record still being sought. 

http://www.ghcaraibe.org/bul/ghc196/som196.html
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Annette La Chicotte, also known as Ann Fizell,  
Wife of Simon Fizel 

 
Although Simon is no longer found 
in later Philadelphia City 
Directories, in 1808 Ann Fizel was 
listed as a shopkeeper at 125 N 2nd 
Street, near the corner of Elfreth’s 
Alley and 2nd Street.  While the 
original houses from this period 
still exist in Elfreth’s Alley the 
buildings on 2nd Street have been 
replaced over the years. 
            Link to more Elfreth’s Alley photos 
 
 

 
 
The 1808 City Directory (above) is the first we find Ann Fizel.  The 1810 US Census (below) 
lists Ann Fizel as head of household living in the front of 125 N. 2nd Street at the corner 
of Elfreth’s Alley. Elfreth’s Alley is the oldest surviving residential street in America, 
running east to west between Front Street and 2nd Street.  
 

 
Ann was a Dry Goods shopkeeper with two younger females and no males living in the 
household. This census indicates Ann was over 45 years of age. One female was under 10 
and the other’s age was 16 through 25. I assume the latter is daughter Emily who  
would have been 20 years old in 1810 and have yet to learn the identity of the female 
under 10 years of age but I believe she is the Mary Fizell who in 1850 lived with Emily in 
the Germantown section of Philadelphia.  Another assumption: depleting independent 
means forced Ann to seek a way to support herself and her daughters.  Also, her sons 
begin to emerge to be counted in society shortly after she becomes a businesswoman.  
Judging from the buildings still standing from this time period, they are small by today’s 

http://www.google.com/images?hl=en&rlz=1G1GGLQ_ENUS327&q=elfreth%27s+alley&um=1&ie=UTF-8&source=univ&ei=OH0XTK6JG8H98AaenZW3CQ&sa=X&oi=image_result_group&ct=title&resnum=5&ved=0CD4QsAQwBA
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standards. It is interesting to note from the 1810 census records, Ann Fizel’s family lived 
in her shop in the front of 125 N. 2nd Street, yet two additional families lived in the rear 
of 125 N. 2nd Street on the next census page (below).    
 

 
 
I cannot resist interjecting something for the reader to ponder.  Did we ever wonder what 
it was like to live as our ancestors did in 1800?  Consider personal hygiene and water in 
the house.  The three families living at 125 N. 2nd Street had to share two very important 
items, the well water pump and the privy.   
 
The well pump was usually in the last room before exiting the house to the rear yard or 
possibly in the basement.  The “necessary” or privy was an outhouse built in the rear yard 
over a deep round pit, about 3 feet in diameter and 10 or 12 feet deep, lined with brick 
and a dirt floor to facilitate drainage into the ground.  The further distance the privy was 
from the well helped reduce contamination to the well water.  Privy and water must be 
accessible to all occupants of the building.  Of course chamber pots were in use.  In some 
neighborhoods it was still the practice to throw the chamber pot contents into the street 
to be washed away by rain water.  Now those were the good old days!  Schuylkill River 
water was pumped to homes after 1818.37 
 
Also in the Philadelphia 1810 U.S. Census there is a head of household, Susanna Frizzell.  

She was a Seamstress residing at the back of 67 Market St, with a male child under 10 
years of age.  Possibly a Fizel widow? 
 
 

 
37 Arden Press of Philadelphia -  

http://www.faculty.fairfield.edu/faculty/hodgson/Courses/city/philadelphia/PHILHISTORY.html
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Lewis Fizel, Ann’s 
oldest son is the first 
child to be found in 
United States records. 
This is from the 1811 
City Directory, the first record of Ann’s son Lewis.  He was living in Kensington, an area 
growing fast around Frankford Road, Shackamaxon Street and Prince Street (present day 
Girard Avenue).  This mapxx of 1828 Kensington area of Philadelphia County copied from 
the Kenneth W Milano Kensington38 website will allow the reader to see the different 
streets where Lewis and his descendants lived.   
 
Kensington Residences were rows of homes on streets leading from Prince Street down 
to the Delaware River docks where much of the Philadelphia ship building was being done.  
Lewis lived his adult life on and near Crown Street (present day Crease Street).  
 
Eli Fizel, Ann’s younger son is the next child to be found in United States records. 

The Philadelphia City 

Directory for 1812 was 

missing but both Eli 

Fizell and Lewis Fizel 

served in the 

Pennsylvania Militia 

during the War of 1812.   

Eli (Ely) Fizel was on the 

muster rolls of the 4th 

Detachment (Rush’s), 

Pennsylvania Militia, 

while Lewis was on the 

Muster rolls of 

Thompson’s Regiment, 

Pennsylvania Militia.   

 

 
38 http://kennethwmilano.com/page/Home/tabid/72/Default.aspx 

http://kennethwmilano.com/page/Home/tabid/72/Default.aspx
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Rush’s Militia was assigned to 

man Fort Mifflin as protection 

for the city of Philadelphia but 

did not see any action during 

the war.  Both men were 

married with children as will 

later be established.                                 

I do not have a copy of the 
1813 City Directory but on the 
typed list I made years ago at 
the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania, Ann Fizel, a 
widow was living at 74 S. 5th 
Street.  That house was 
around the corner, only a few 
steps from the Pennsylvania 
State House where the Declaration of Independence was debated and signed, 
Independence Hall.  The land at 74 S. 5th street is part of the city block occupying the 
Liberty Bell Pavilion and the Liberty Bell Center, all part of the Independence National 
Historic Park.   
 
Also in 1813 Lewis Fizel, a carpenter, resided on Prince Street near Crown Street in the 
Kensington section of Philadelphia County, a short distance north of where Ely and Ann 
lived in the City proper.   
 
From the 1814 Philadelphia City Directory there is a Susanna Fizel, Teacher at 3 Patton’s 
Court which 
was a small 
alcove on the 
west side of 
26 south 
Fourth Street 
just below 
High Street (present day Market Street). Patton Court was only one street from Ann’s 
house and three city blocks from Eli’s home.  Eli Fizel was a Playing Card Maker living at 
153 N 4th Street in Philadelphia proper and his brother Lewis Fizel, a carpenter, now living 
on Crown Street near Queen Street, closer to the river, in Kensington.  Queen Street 
became present day Richmond Street.  Susannah Frizzell (page 16) and Susannah Fizel 
may be the same person. 
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Ann Fizel and her son Eli Fizel lived close by each other in the vicinity of 3rd and Race 
Streets in the years between 1814 and 1830, the last year Ann was listed in a City 
Directory.  Between 1817 and 1821 Ann and Eli lived in the same house at 314 Sassafras 
Street (Race Street). Ann’s occupation was listed either as a shopkeeper or widow. Eli was 
a Playing Card Maker but he eventually became a paperhanger. Later City Directory 
listings indicate Eli moved his family west within the city where he earned his living as a 
paperhanger, plus he sold and maintained stoves with Augustus Fizell, one of his sons.   
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Chapter Two 
 

Lewis Fizell (4) 
 

Lewis Fizel’s City Directory listings show he moved north, outside the city limits into a 
section then known as Kensington, Philadelphia County. As noted above, he served in the 
Pennsylvania Militia during the War of 1812. Between 1813 and 1822 his address was 
Prince Street near Crown Street or on Crown Street, present day Crease Street.   
 
The U.S. Census of 1820 listed a Lewis Fissell in Kensington: 

 
From the ages grouped on the 1820 census there was one boy under the age of ten 
(Francis, b. 1812), one boy between 10 and 16 (Thomas, b. 1809) and one male between 
26 and 45 (Lewis, b. 1786 in St. Domingue).  There were three females listed in the 
household: two under age 10 (?) and one female between 26 and 45 (Mary, his wife.)  
Interesting to note, he and Eli were naturalized citizens according to their 1820 US Census. 
 
To date I have found very little information about Lewis Fizell.  He died a young man, in 
1821 according to his Letter of Administration papers filed on December 24, 1821 with 
the City of Philadelphia: 

 
 
 
 

 
. 
 
 
 

Lewis’ widow was Mary Fizell.  We do not know her maiden name but we know she was 
born in New York according to her son Thomas' 1880 census.  Lewis was a house carpenter 
according to the papers.  Mary Fizell and Lewis’ brother Eli Fizell, a paperhanger, each 
signed the papers.  There was an additional friend named on the papers, Isaac Swain, a 
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Cordwainer from the Northern Liberties and witness, Richard Roe. 
 
The Letter of Administration papers were nearly disintegrated in the folder when I went 
to view them at City Hall in 2010 as seen by the photos below:  
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Lewis’s death in December 1821 did not preclude him from being listed in the 1822 City 
Directory.  Nine years later, in the Philadelphia City Directories 1831 through 1833, Mary 
Fizell, was listed, a widow residing at Queen Street above Otter Street.  This house is 
around the corner from their previous homes on Crown Street.  Queen Street is present 
day Richmond Street. 
 
Lewis Fizel’s birth was in Cuba and his wife Mary was born in New York according to the 

1880 U.S. Census of Lewis’ son Thomas Fizell but we have reason to believe Lewis was 
born in St. Domingue. 
 
From Mary Fizell’s LDS obituary: she was born in 1789 and died 17 February 1835.  
Currently that is all the information available on Lewis and Mary Fizell.  Something I hope 
to correct with new discoveries since genealogy research is never completed. 
 
 
 
 
 



© Joe Fizell 2014 

34 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



© Joe Fizell 2014 

35 
 

Chapter Three 
 

Thomas Fizell (5) 
 

Thomas was the first son of Lewis Fizell, born in 1809.  He married Francis Palmer, 
daughter of George Palmer of Kensington. “Fanny”, as she was known, was illiterate, 
never learning to read or write.  Thomas and Fanny had their first child, son, also a Thomas 
in 1830 followed by two more boys, Lewis in 1831 and Andrew in 1833.  Their next two 
children were girls. Fanny was born in 1834 and Mary in 1835 giving them five children in 
five years.    
 
After a seven year period Thomas and Fanny resumed having children. In 1842 George 
Washington Fizell was born.  I think later descendants will believe this son was named for 
the father of our country but since 
Fanny’s father was also a George, the 
boy’s given name was as much personal 
as it was patriotic.  Shortly after George 
was born Thomas and Fanny moved their 
family to 331 Allen Street.  Their son 
Edward was the next child, born in April 
1845.  Unfortunately he died sixteen 
months later on the 4th of August 1846.  
Their last boy, Jacob was born in 1847 
followed by two more girls, Sarah 
Rebecca in January 1850 and Clara in 
1852.  The last five children were born 
over a ten year period.  Sadly, Sarah 
Rebecca lived only six months, dying July 
3rd, 1850 leaving eight children surviving into adulthood. In this 1970 photo the second 
house on the left is 331 Allen Street, one hundred and three years after Thomas and Fanny 
moved from it.   
 

On the left is a photo 
cropped from the 1843 
Philadelphia City 
Directory, the first 
directory listing for 
Thomas Fizell.          

 A. Fizell is Augustus Fizell, son of Eli Fizel. 
Thomas’s occupation was as a Ship’s Carpenter.  He and Fanny lived in Kensington their 



© Joe Fizell 2014 

36 
 

whole lives. They raised most of their children while living in this very small three story 
house at 331 Allen Street.  Houses like theirs were called a ‘Father, Son and Holy Ghost’ 
house; two rooms on the first and second floors, one room on the third floor.  The house 
was less than a five minute short walk to the many ship building docks that lined the 
Delaware River in Kensington (page 64).  The city directories indicate Thomas Fizell lived 
in this house thirty years, from 1843 to 1873.    
 
In 1970 the four houses was one parcel 
of real estate being sold  for $19,000 
when we took the photo.  We did 
consider buying the four homes as an 
investment, fixing it up as rental units. 
It would have been like owning a piece 
of our own family history but we 
decided it was too large an undertaking 
for us at the time. 
 
This 2005 photo on the right is Thomas 
and Fanny’s house 35 years after the 
1970 restoration. The blue door is 331 
Allen Street.  This small house did hold many family members at one time.   
 
Thomas and Fanny's ten children 
lived in this small house.  Later on 
some of their children’s spouses and 
grand-children will live here too.    
 
Finally, this 2013 satellite photo 

shows the small four Allen Street 

homes (red A) nesting amid other old 

homes and newer commercial 

buildings only a couple hundred feet 

south of the I95 super highway 

corridor.   

Thomas and Fanny's first son, young Thomas was not living at home in 1850.  In 1853 he 
married Mary Ann Weldon.  Like her mother in-law Fanny, Mary Ann was illiterate when 
she married although Mary Ann eventually learned to read and write.   
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Thomas and Fanny's second son Lewis married Mary A. Caughlin on the 6th of June 1853 
and daughter Fanny married Isaac Hewitt two months later on August 1st, 1853.  Six years 
later, when their son Andrew married Ester J. Foster, four of the older Fizell children have 
left home.  
 

This 1850 census lists seven of Thomas and Fanny's children.  Their oldest son Thomas 

moved on and young Sarah who was listed would die shortly after the census was taken. 

Children grow up, leave home, marry, have children.  Some even return again to mom 
and pop when times are tough.  Fanny Hewitt returned home with two daughters.  After 
Andrew and Ester were married they also returned to live with Thomas and Fanny as seen 
it this 1860 US Census above.  We find eleven persons living in the small house at 331 
Allen Street.  Life 163 years ago was no different than it is today.   
 

Three of Thomas and Fanny’s sons, Lewis, Andrew, and George W served in the 
Union Army during the Civil War: 
 

• Lewis served with Company K, 106th Battalion (Regiment Volunteers) 
Pennsylvania, from May 4, 1864 until July 11th, 1865 when he was given an 
honorable medical discharge. A gunshot fractured his right arm below the elbow 
requiring amputation at the battle at Petersburg, VA on June 16, 1864.  Lewis’ 
occupation had been as a ship’s joiner.  He was 33 years old when he lost his arm. 
 

• Andrew served with Battery E, First Regiment Pennsylvania Light Artillery from 
March 17, 1864 to July 20, 1865 probably at the siege of Petersburg and Richmond 
April 1865. He was 31 years old and a ship carpenter. 
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• The youngest son, George W. was the first to enlist in the Union Army.  He became 
ill soon after enlisting and was in a military hospital. He unfortunately died of the 
illness. He was only 22. 

 

George W. Fizell’s obituary reads: 
Obituary - 12/15/1862 Fizell, George son of Thomas and Fanny Fizell, age 22 years old, “Sleep, 
sleep noble warrior, sleep.  The tomb is now thy bed, gold in its bosom now dost rest in silence 
with the dead. Where thou art gone, all men must go. The wisest and the best at last they find 
the lonely tomb their place of silent rest, no more the drum and trumpet sound shall call thee to 
the field, no more the tyrants of this earth shall bid thee die or yield, we tell thy doom with many 
tears how rose thy morning sun, how quickly too alas it set, warrior, thy match is done.       The 
relatives and friends of the family and members of the 71st Pennsylvania Regiment now in the city, 
the home guards of Kensington and Washington Assembly Number Two are respectfully invited 
to attend the funeral from the residence of his father, Thomas Fizell, 331 Allen Street 18 on 
Wednesday afternoon at 1 o’clock. 

 
Note:  I trace my family back to Simon Fizel through Simon’s son, Lewis Fizell.  The 
history of Simon’s older son Eli Fizell will be covered in a later writing.  But I wanted 
to note here that Eli’s son, also an Eli, enlisted for the term of one year during the 
Civil War. He served in Company A, 3rd Regiment of Pennsylvania Cavalry on 
August 11, 1864. He was paid a bounty of $33 with the sum of $100 due him upon 
completion of his enlistment. He was 38 years old when he enlisted and was a tailor 
by trade, moving to Ohio after his enlistment obligation was satisfied. 

 
Fanny’s father was George Palmer, as determined from the obituary below.  I forgot to 
record the year:  

Obit – On the 3rd last, Mr. George Palmer, aged 56 years, his relatives and friends are respectfully 
invited to the funeral at the residence of his son-in-law Thomas Fizell, Allen Street below Hanover 
in Kensington this Wednesday afternoon at 3 o’clock without further notice 

 
The 1873 city directory is the last year Thomas Fizell was living at 331 Allen Street: 
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Thomas and Fanny’ last census record was in 1880.  They were 70 and 69 years old.  He 
was still listed as a Ship’s carpenter but could no longer work due to eye cataracts.  He 
was living in the front of 1126 Vienna Street in Kensington.  Two other families were living 
in the rear of the house:       1880 Census: 

The last year Thomas was listed in the City Directory was 1881 where he was still living at 
1126 Vienna Street.  In 1901 Vienna Street was renamed Berks Street. 
 
Thomas died on January 11, 1881 at 72 years of age and Fanny died February 21, 1882 at 
73 years of age.  Both are buried in the Palmer Cemetery Charitable Grounds, Palmer & 
Belgrade Streets, Philadelphia, PA.  Palmer cemetery has a unique history and story as 
seen in the video at this Scribe.org39:  

 
“No one seems to know exactly how many people are buried in Fishtown’s Palmer 
Cemetery. Created for the community by the merchant Anthony Palmer in the 1730s, the 
cemetery has been such a popular final destination for residents over the generations 
that the community’s historians have lost count of its eternal tenants, which could 
number as high as 50,000. Since most Fishtowners know or are related to someone buried 
at Palmer Cemetery, it “represents an opportunity,” says Kensington historian Ken 
Milano, “for folks to research their community’s history.” The cemetery is indeed a record 
of Fishtown. It even has distinct sections from its early years: one is dedicated to 
shipbuilders, another to fishermen; others were reserved for Germans, English, Irish and 
Poles—the early groups who settled the area that became Fishtown. In recent years the 
cemetery has become so crowded that the few plots thought to be vacant have to be 
physically double-checked and only cremations are accepted. Palmer Cemetery: The 
Heart and History of Fishtown shows neighbors, family members and local historians 
reflecting, often humorously, on the ever-bourgeoning cemetery’s significance to 
Fishtown and the unique history that is reflected in its occupants.” 

 

Note: the area now called Fishtown was the original Kensington section of Philadelphia 
County.  For a better understanding see Kenneth W Milano’s documented Internet web 
pages describing Kensington history and boundaries.40   

 

 
39 http://www.scribe.org/catalogue/palmercemetery:heartandhistoryfishtown 
40 http://kennethwmilano.com/page/Encyclopaedia/FishtownGeographicalBoundaries/tabid/115/Default.aspx 

 

http://www.scribe.org/catalogue/palmercemetery:heartandhistoryfishtown
http://kennethwmilano.com/page/Encyclopaedia/FishtownGeographicalBoundaries/tabid/115/Default.aspx
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Chapter Four 
 

Thomas Fizell (6) 
 

Thomas and Fanny’s oldest child was Thomas, born 1830 in Philadelphia. He married Mary 
Ann Weldon in 1853.  She was the daughter of Stephen and Mary A. Weldon.  She never 
knew the date of her birth and did not learn to read or write until sometime after 1880.  
Thomas was a shoemaker by trade.  They lived in Kensington until 1877.   
 
Their first child was a daughter, Mary Ann, born in January 1854 who only lived for 9 
months, dying on October 18, 1854. The obituary read: 

 
Obit – Oct 20 1854 on the 18th instant Mary Ann, aged 9 months, the infant daughter of Thomas 
and Mary Ann Fizell – “With heavy, heavy hearts we lay our child beneath the sod, the voice of 
mercy we obey and yield her to God.”  The relatives and friends of the family are respectfully 
invited to attend the funeral at the residence of her parents on Wood Street below Frankford 
Road, Kensington on Friday afternoon at 2 o’clock. 
 

The first city directory listing for Thomas is in 1859 but the obituary lets us know where 
they were living in 1854.  Wood Street begins at Gunners Run as it drains into the 
Delaware River and ends at West Street as can be seen on the map on page 68.  Gunners 
Run was a stream or creek (far lower right side of map).  As mentioned before, most of 
Philadelphia streams were eventually made into sewers and covered over with streets 
and houses.  Regardless, in 1854 Thomas and Mary Ann lived within a few blocks of his 
father’s house on Allen Street. 
 
Their second child was Michael, born in December 1855, followed by Frances (Fanny) in 
December 1857 and Alexander in 1861.  Then little Fanny died on 19 April 1861: 
 

 Obituary 4/22/1861 Fizell, on 19th April instant Fanny, the daughter of Thomas and Mary, 3 years 
and 4 months, “We had little Fanny once, she was our favorite pride, we loved her perhaps too 
well, for she slipped and died.  The relatives and friends of the family are fully invited to attend 
her funeral at the home of her parents Belgrade Street above Frankford Road this Monday 
afternoon at 1 o’clock with no further notice. 

 
The city directory is correct here, they were living at 213 Belgrade Street.  Annie was born 
in March 1862 but their joy was short lived as Michael died on 12 April 1862: 
 

Obituary April 16, 1862: Fizell, on the 12th instant, Michael, son of Thomas and Mary Ann Fizell, 
aged six years and four months, “He was our love Our Michael dear he left us behind in tears but 
now his is gone for real, safely in his Redeemer’s breast.”  The family and friends are respectfully 
invited to attend his funeral at his parent’s residents on Front Street, third door from above 
Phoenix this afternoon at 3 o’clock. 
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The city directory lists Thomas Fizell, Cordwainer, his address as 1304 North Front Street, 
three houses from the corner of Front and Phoenix Streets.  A Cordwainer was a 
shoemaker working in cordovan leathers. 
 
Joseph was born on July 4, 1865 and their seventh and last child, Thomas, was born in 
August 1873.   
 
Thomas and Mary Ann lived in Kensington near his parents, siblings and cousins until the 
mid 1870’s when he and Mary Ann moved to Tacony, a small town further north along 
the Delaware River. They lived at 63 Mary Street as shown on this 1875 mapxxi.   
 
Tacony was a fast growing community largely due to the Henry Disston Saw Works, 
located on the banks of the Delaware River. Henry Disston believed he would garner the 
allegiance and loyalty of his employees if he was more their patron than employer.  His 
company bought large parcels of land to build a model community.  He provided parks 
and schools, land for churches and businesses, plus houses for some of his employees.   
 
He sold land to builders who built a variety of homes, some row houses, others two 
together or duplex homes, other larger single homes.  There was no tavern or bar allowed 
on land Henry Disston once owned41.  

The 1880 census shows Thomas and Mary Ann Fizell's family.  Thomas probably worked 
for Disston making work shoes not saws. Thomas continued earning his living as a 
shoemaker until 1885 when he and Mary Ann opened a Fish and Oyster Shop in a house 
where they rented the first floor on Tulip Street near Hamilton Street in Tacony.  
 

The 1885 Philadelphia City Directory lists all of the Fizell family members descended from 
Thomas and Fanny.  By 1885 Eli Fizell's descendants have moved out of the city. 

 
41 “A place to Live and Work: The Henry Disston Saw Works and the Tacony Community of Philadelphia” 
by Harry Silcox. 
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1885 City Directory: 

Beginning in 1885, in the early morning hours, Mary Ann would carry an empty basket on 
a trolley car, south on State Road, continue south on Richmond Street to the wholesale 
markets at Dock Street. She bought her fish and oysters for the day, retracing her trip 
back on the north bound trolley car. So I was told.  I believe more research is needed.  
 
My father told me a story about his great grandfather Thomas that was handed down to 
him. Thomas was a short jovial man who played the harmonica and he liked his beer. He 
had a small dog he trained to dance to the music of his harmonica. After he retired he 
would take the dog to the local Tacony Tavern on State Road at Longshore Street around 
noon when the Tavern served free lunch to the patrons. Thomas and his dog would 
entertain the customers who in their appreciation for the entertainment would buy 
Thomas a drink.  
 
Thomas, until he died and Mary Ann after he died, continued to live in their house on 
Mary Street and operated their Fish and Oyster shop from the same building on 6734 
Tulip Street through various numerical address changes made by the Philadelphia Streets 
Department.   
 
Thomas died 28th April 1893 while still operating the Oyster and Fish store with Mary Ann.  
Another tale related to me as a child told how Thomas, going home from the Tavern one 
evening, fell. It was snowing and he slept where he fell until someone found him.  This 
may not have contributed to his death which was officially recorded as due to Dropsy. 
Dropsy is a contraction for Hydropsy, the presence of abnormally large amounts of fluid 
and congestive heart failure. 
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This 1898 Directory 
listing gives the 
addresses of the 
buildings where they 
lived and worked.  
Note, son Thomas 
lived with his mother.  
Son Joseph’s home 
was eight houses 
down the street.  

Some years later the city again changed street numbering systems.   
 
Today the Knorr Street addresses are 4918 and 4924 Knorr Street.  The 2007 photo below 
is included for those who may wish to drive by and actually see the house where an 
ancestor lived. 

 
It appears businesses were permitted to be conducted in residences during the time 
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period described.  6734 Tulip Street was half what we call a duplex and it was the location 
where Thomas and Mary Ann sold oysters and fish.  A duplex was one building, which 
were two houses side by side, connected by a common wall.  The photo below is all that 
remains of the duplex at 6732 and 6734 Tulip Street. 
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Mary Ann died in 1907.  She 
belonged to the Tacony 
Methodist Church, located 
on the corner of Longshore 
Avenue and Hegerman 
Street. On June 24, 2001 
Tacony Methodist Church 
closed their doors forever. 
While attending the final 
service I had one last look at 
her name imbedded in the 
stained-glass window that 
had been given to the church 
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in her memory by her family nearly one hundred years before.  Mary Ann and Thomas are 
buried in the family plot in Magnolia Cemetery on Levick Street between Ditman and 
Cottage Streets.  
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Chapter Five 
 

Joseph Fizell (7) 
 

Of Thomas and Mary Ann’s children, for this narrative I will only be concerned in depth 
with the history of my great grandfather Joseph. Joseph was the fifth child of Thomas and 
Mary Ann, born in 1865 in their home at 622 Belgrade Street in Kensington.  
 
Mary Clara Fuller was born on the 7th of October 1865 in Hopewell Township, New 
Jersey to a farm laborer, John Fuller and his wife Keziah E., whose maiden name was 
Martin.  The Fuller’s first child was James Fuller (Uncle Jim) born in 1858.  John Fuller 
learned the trade of Stone Mason by 1870.  Sometime between 1870 and 1875 his wife 
Keziah died and John married a 17 year old girl by the name of Elizabeth.  They had a 
baby girl, Olive, in 1876.   John and his new family continued to live in Hopewell past the 
1900 US Census. 
 
Clara (she eventually dropped the name Mary) was a live-in servant on the Joseph Wiggins 
farm in Hopewell in 1880.  Her brother James Fuller had moved on to Philadelphia.  
Between 1880 and 1885 Clara had found her way to Tacony and met Joseph Fizell.  She 
became pregnant and had a boy, Joseph Leroy Fizell on 9th of August 1886. The child died 
27 days later on 4th of September.   
 
Joseph Fizell and Clara Fuller married in Philadelphia on the 10th of August 1886. 
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1887                 1888 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Joseph and Clara lived with his parents, Thomas 
and Mary Ann at 63 Mary Street in Tacony.  After 
a couple of years Joseph and Clara moved into 
their own home on Knorr Street.   
 
Left photo: Another boy, Wilber T Fizell was born 
in November 1892 in their house at 3718 Mary 
Street, Tacony.  Wilber survived for 11 months, 
dying 15 October 1893. 
 
Joseph worked at the Disston Works as a file 
maker and file cutter.  He belonged to the 
Pennsylvania National Guard for a short period.   
 

Roy Neel Fizell was born on 10th of October 
1894 in their home 3718 Mary Street.    
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 Joseph Fizell 1895    Clara Fizell 1895 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Roy Fizell 1899    Clara, Roy and Joseph Fizell 1903 
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Joseph lived his whole life in Tacony and his working career was at the Disston Saw Works. 
He was a file maker at Disston, except for 1903-1907 when he was working in Philadelphia 
City Hall as a messenger, returning again to work in the Disston factory.  In 1910 he moved 
into the Disston office as a clerk, returning again to the factory as a file cutter in 1918.  
They moved from 3718 Knorr Street to 6710 Torresdale Avenue in 1908, the following 
year purchasing a house at 
6643 Torresdale Avenue in 
1909. 
 
Son Roy Fizell married Mary 
Hyslop on 21st July 1914.  He 
and Mary lived with Joseph and 
Clara at first, Mary giving birth 
to Roy’s son Joseph Fuller Fizell.  
On the first day of August, 1915 
Joseph Fizell was baptized at 
the same service his grandson 
was baptized in the Tacony 
Methodist Church.  Roy, Mary 
and Joseph moved in 1916. 
 
This photo was taken at the NJ shore a few months before Joseph died in 1927.  He was 
buried in the family plot 
at Magnolia Cemetery, 
Levick and Ditman 
Streets.  Clara continued 
to live in the house by 
taking in boarders; 
several of the men 
working on erecting the 
Tacony Palmyra Bridge. 
When the bridge 
construction was 
completed and her 
boarders were gone 
Clara knew the upkeep 
on the house was beyond 
her means. 
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Roy and Mary, with their children moved in with Clara for a short period but she decided 
to sell the house in 1930 and moved in with Roy and his family at 6722 Jackson Street.  
The house on the right is a 2010 photo of 6722 Jackson St. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clara lived with her son and 
his family for 20 years in 
homes in Tacony before 
moving with them in 1947 to a 
new single home in 
Rhawnhurst at 1836 Solly 
Avenue.  At the time it was 
considered moving into the 
country.  Clara enjoyed visits 
with old friends from Tacony 
and especially looked forward 
to overnight visits from great 
grandchildren.  She died in her 
sleep in 1950. 
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Chapter Six 
 

Roy Neel Fizell (8) 
 
 

Roy Neel Fizell was born on 10th of October 1894, his parents Joseph and Clara’s third and 
surviving son. He grew up on Mary Street next to the Disston Park between Keystone 
Street and the railroad.  Roy was height deprived, growing to only 5’5” as an adult.  
Although he enjoyed playing softball and other sports in the park he did not excel in them, 
rather he was a studious boy and loved to read.   
 
He went to the Mary Disston School on Longshore Avenue before going on to Frankford 

High School on Oxford Ave.  He had been working 
summers in the Disston Saw Works office as a clerk 
since he was 14 years old.  When he graduated high 
school in 1911 Disston kept him full time as a clerk but 
his ambition was to 
become an 
accountant and 
break the Disston 
Saw Works grip on 
the Fizell family 
men.  
 
Roy went to 
Temple College on 

Broad Street at nights to study accounting. Then in 
1912 at a youth meeting in the Tacony Methodist 
Church he met Mary Hyslop, a Scottish lassie who 
arrived in the USA in 1905. 
 
Martha Hyslop and her nine children left Scotland on February 4, 1905, arriving 12 days 
later at Ellis Island, NYxxii.  They traveled to Philadelphia where Martha’s sister Lizzy was 
already established as a nanny to a wealthy family in West Philadelphia having arrived in 
the United States several years earlier.  The Hyslop family lived in rented houses not far 
from Lizzy while they struggled to survive without a man to support them.  Money was 
always in short supply.  Martha moved her family 6 times between 1906 and 1911.  The 
family joke was, “Don’t unpack, be ready to move at night to keep one step ahead of the 
rent collector.”  The family’s survival always depended upon several of Martha’s children 
working at all times.   
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In 1905, the older children, Robert who was 18 and Jean who was 16 worked to support 
the family.  Child labor laws were nonexistent or not enforced.  Mary left school at 14 in 
1908 and Robert took that opportunity to move on with his life, leaving for West Virginia 
and a lumbering job.  Things became a little easier in 1909 when Janet Williamina (Bill as 
she was called by the family) left school to work.   When Peter was old enough to work in 
1911 the four incomes stabilized the family.  In 1912 as Mat (young Martha) was ready to 
leave school to work, Martha moved her family to 6417 Tulip Street in Tacony. 
 
Things were fine for the family until Jean met Joe Baxter soon after the move to Tacony.  
She and Joe married in 1913 depriving Martha of Jean’s income.  One morning Mary and 
Bill told Martha they wanted to quit their jobs because the foreman where they worked 
was making life difficult for them but he promised to make it easier if only they would go 
in the stock room and be “nice to him”.   Martha would hear none of it, forcing them to 
go back to work, telling them to put up with the dirty jobs the foreman kept giving them.  
The dirty chores did not cease.  Mary and Bill had to swallow their frustrations in silence. 
 
 As mentioned above Mary and Roy met in 1912.  Besides the 
church youth activities they dated, usually going to the Liberty 
Theater on Torresdale Avenue.  Mary was short, barely 4’9” 
and could pass for a child.  When they went to the movies Roy 
would give her the money for a child’s admission ticket.  Roy 
met her inside the theater after paying the adult admission 
price.   
 
Roy was still going to Temple College at nights when they met.  
When he finished his courses in the spring of 1914 he could 
qualify as a bookkeeper and find a better paying job.  To study 
further at Temple, to become an Accountant, Roy would need 
two more years of full daytime college or four more years at 
night.  Hormones got in the way.  He and Mary could not wait 
two or four more years while she worked in a factory under 
duress.   
 
The story of Mary Hyslop’s mother, Martha Hyslop (my great grandmother) is unique.  The 
complete tale is in the essay on William Wilson Hyslop is on my website.  It may be opened 
and printed or just downloaded.    
 
Roy and Mary knew without asking that Martha would not let Mary marry Roy.  She was 

http://www.fizell.org/William%20Wilson%20Hyslop%2011-09%20revisions.pdf
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20 in April and he would be 20 in October.  Roy and Mary 
ran off to Elkton, Maryland and married on 21st of July 
1914.  In the photo of them on their honeymoon in 
Wildwood, New Jersey, Mary looked a bit apprehensive 
at the thought of returning to face her mother.   
 
After their marriage Mary moved in with Roy at his 
parent’s home on Torresdale Avenue.  Ten months later 
their first son, Joseph Fuller Fizell was born on the 13th 
of May 1915.  Mary was pregnant again, expecting 
another child in the spring of 1916.   
 
Moving out of his parent’s home, Roy and Mary rented 
a house at 6635 Tulip Street and set up housekeeping on 
their own.  On the 28th of May 1916 a daughter, Milda 
Hyslop was born.   
 
Roy’s college education finally paid off.  In 1918 he secured a position as bookkeeper with 
the American Preserve Company, American Street and Lehigh Avenuexxiii and they moved 

to a larger house at 3356 Unruh Street where on the 29th 
of January 1919 another son, Roy Neel Fizell, Jr. was born.   
 
Roy was a frugal man and Mary was not so frugal.  He 
maintained a tight budget so she learned when to ask for 
things he would consider 
excessive.  She learned so 
well they made a game of 
it.  However in 1920 they 
were presented a large 
increase on the renewal 
of the lease on their 
house on Unruh Street so 
Roy opted for smaller 

quarters by moving to 6818 Edmond Street where they 
lived for the next five years.   
 
The photo on the right is Milda, Grandmother Clara and 
Joe on the porch steps on Torresdale Avenue about 1927. 
 
In 1925 Roy’s family moved to 6631 Glenlock Street in 
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newer houses built next to the Magnolia Cemetery.  
Sadly, young Roy Jr. just past his sixth birthday fell on a 
clay brick or hemlock bush branch developing blood 
poisoning and died on the 27th of March 1925.   Roy’s 
father Joseph Fizell died two years later.  Roy’s mother 
Clara had kept her house on Torresdale Avenue as long 
as possible but it was beyond her means.  Roy and Mary 
felt it best if his mother moved in with them.  They all 
moved into the house at 6722 Jackson Street in 1930.  
This is a photo of Roy and Mary's son Joe in 1930. 
  
From the beginning of their marriage in 1914 Roy and 
Mary regularly worshiped at the Tacony Methodist 
Church where Roy sang in the choir and became the 
Music Director.  Mary taught Sunday School.  Many of 
Mary’s sisters with their husbands and children also were 
active members of the church with many cousins growing 
into young adults and marrying at Tacony Methodist.  
Roy sang solos at some of their weddings. 
 
Their son Joe married Naomi Roberts on the 21st of July 1935 in her church, the St. 
Ambrose Episcopal church in Kensington and a few months later their daughter Milda 
married William Law on 23rd of November 1935 at Tacony Methodist Church.   

 
Roy, Mary and mother Clara remained active at 
Tacony Methodist but spent their summer 
vacations and summer weekends in Ocean City, 
New Jersey as seen in this 1937 photo on the 
boardwalk at Ocean City.   
 
Mary’s older sister Jean and husband Joe Baxter 
were settled in Somers Point, NJ across the bay 
bridge from Ocean City, so visiting the Baxter 
family was a several times per summer event.  
Roy was one of the first in their families to own 
an automobile.  
 
In 1941 they moved to 7011 Gillespie Street, still 
in Tacony.  During the War years, 1942 through 
1945 Roy and Mary were like most civilians 
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trying to help the war effort.  One way 
was using the Ration books issued to 
them. 
 
Ration books included information so 
the user could be identified.  With 
Roy's ration book we learn he was only 
5'4" in 1944.  Sometime after the 
ration books were issued to Roy and 
his mother Clara Fizell, where their 
ages were indicated on the ration book 
was applied with ink eradicator or an 

eraser which left a smudge.  
 

Roy, Mary and Clara lived in Tacony until 
1948 when they bought a small cottage 
just being constructed at 1836 Solly 
Avenue in a new development in the 
Rhawnhurst section of Philadelphia.  A 
few years later Mary’s sister Bill and her 
husband Jim Raven bought a new 
cottage four houses from theirs.   
 
A new Methodist church was to be built 
around the corner on Lorretta Avenue.  
Roy became involved with the mission 

and Provident Methodist Church was 
formed, buying the corner property.  
Roy led the choir at the ground 
breaking.   
 
Roy followed the Methodist guides and 
rules strictly.  His children were never 
allowed to go dancing and Sundays 
were for worship, never for going to the 
movies.   
 
His grandchildren never let on to 
Grandfather Roy if they went to dances 
or to a movie on Sunday afternoons, but they often wondered why it was okay for him 
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watch the Philadelphia Phillies or Athletics baseball games on Television on Sunday 
afternoons.  They wondered but kept it to 
themselves. 
 
In 1950 Mother Clara lay down one evening, 
went into a coma and died peacefully several 
days later at 85 years.  With his mother gone it 
was just the two of them in a single house.  The 
Raven’s had converted the 2nd floor of their 
cottage into a small apartment.  Roy, always 
considering ways to save money, had an idea 
and talked it over with Mary.  Rather than spend 
the money to convert their attic into an 
apartment for added income, Roy and Mary sold 
their cottage, invested the money and moved 
into the Raven’s apartment.  
 
In 1952 Roy had received a jolt from his long time employer, the American Preserve 
Company.  Roy was their bookkeeper and assistant accountant since 1918.  He had been 
promised the head accountants position and to become an officer of the company for 
years.  Finally the head accountant retired and Roy expected the job.  The owner of the 
company called Roy in to his office.  Thinking he was going to be told he was being 
promoted, instead he was devastated when the owner told Roy the new officer was going 
to be the owner’s son who just graduated from college. 
 
 

  
On October 10, 1953, Roy’s 
58th birthday, Mary had a 
surprise birthday party for 
Roy at their daughter Milda 
Law’s house.  
 
This photo clockwise is: 
Naomi Fizell, Mary and Roy, 
Milda Law, Joe Fizell and Bill 
Law. 
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From left: 
Mary is barely 
visible in the 
photo, the 
back of 
Naomi's head, 
Joe Jr., Roy 
blowing out 
the candles 
on his 
birthday cake 
held by Billy 
Law, Clara and 
Milda, with 
Jackie's face 
over the rear 
of Bill Law's 
head.  Patsy 
Law is partially hidden by Joe Fizell. 
 

 
 
 
 
This photo is of 
Roy and Mary's 
grandchildren, 
from the left: 
Patricia Law, 
Clara Fizell,  
Roy Law,  
Joe Fizell,  
Jackie Fizell and 
Billy Law. 
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On the 14th of August 1953 Roy and Mary had dinner after he came home from the office.  
It was his routine after dinner to sit in the living room and read the daily newspaper.  Mary 
finished cleaning the kitchen and went into the living room where she found Roy sitting 
in his chair.  He had died quietly and peacefully. 
 
Mary was only 59 years old when Roy died.  She was a lively and vibrant woman.  Several 
weeks after Roy’s passing she was introduced by a mutual friend to Harry Erny, a widower.  
Harry was a kind, soft spoken man, probably 10 years older than she was.  He had a 
married daughter, Betty, who with her husband lived near his home in Asbury Park, New 
Jersey.  Harry was 
retired and well off and 
as I said, very quiet and 
reserved yet you would 
not guess by his choice 
of an automobile to 
drive.  He was driving an 
antique car, a 1936 
Pierce Arrow. 
 
Harry courted Mary and 
nine months after Roy’s 
passing Mary married 
Harry Erny.  She moved 
into his home in Asbury 
Park but they soon decided to move to Somers Point.  A vacant lot was available directly 
across New York Avenue from a grocery store owned by her sister Jean and husband Joe 
Baxter.  Harry had a brick rancher built at 221 New York Avenue, Somers Point, NJ. 
 
Harry and Mary spent winters in Clearwater, Florida and summers in Somers Point.  In 
1955 Harry provided the financing for Mary’s son Joe to open a business in Philadelphia.  
The business was successful and Joe quickly paid off the financing.  In 1959 Harry and Joe 
bought the Elberon Hotel in Ocean City, selling it two years later to the bank next door.  
The hotel was razed for a parking lot.  After a year in Florida Joe returned to Somers Point 
and found a property he felt he could convert into another business like he did in 
Philadelphia.  Harry provided the financing, the business prospered and Joe paid Harry 
back within three years. 
 
Harry’s health was always fragile.  Mary was his constant care giver.  They were married 
16 years when he passed away in February, 1969, Mary was 75.  Mary and Harry had been 
very active in Ocean City society and had many friends.  One, Jules Witte, a wealthy 
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gentleman and widower in his 80s, became her constant companion and put himself at 
Mary’s beck and call.  At the end of May he suggested she move in with him in his house 
in Ocean City.  She refused saying that was not her style.  He said marry me then, and she 
did at the end of May 1969. 
 
Jules took her to Hawaii in September and the following November they went on a 
Caribbean cruise.  Mary got on well with Jules’ children, especially his daughter Pat.  They 
enjoyed the Ocean City country club and social affairs but Mary was becoming more 
uncomfortable with Jules as time passed.  He was changing, getting nasty with their 
friends and had a blowup with neighbors on the annual Ocean City “Night in Venice” in 
July, 1970.  Jules house was on the canal that passed through Ocean City. As was the 
custom, each house backing to the canal hosted a party on this special night.  Jules was in 
a nasty mood which continued for days.  Mary prayed hard and made her decision.  She 
called Jules daughter Pat and told her she was leaving Jules.  Reluctantly Pat agreed to 
move in with her father because he was not able to live alone.  On the 1st of September 
1971 Mary was back in her house at 221 New York Avenue.  Mary continued her activities 
with her friends in Ocean City especially the country club and their card club. 
 
To retreat slightly, on July 21, 1965 Mary began writing letters to her children, Joe and 
Milda, only she never mailed them.  She wrote to each in a spiral bound notebook, 
keeping the notebooks in her desk.  This information on her relationship with Jules was 
retrieved from the 1972 letters she wrote to her son Joe.  She remarked sadly how 
unhappy Jules grandchildren were at having the responsibility of caring for Jules.  
 
At 78 Mary decided to put her name into the Homestead, a high rise Methodist Home, 
steps off the boardwalk in Ocean City, where she really wanted to spend her remaining 
years.  There was a waiting list.  Being practical, Mary sold her home at 221 New York Ave 
in Somers Point and on 27th of October 1972 her son Joe moved her belongings into a 
rented apartment at 736 Central Avenue in Ocean City.  She said if she lives long enough 
she’ll go into the Homestead, if not, at least she is now living in her beloved Ocean City, 
not too far from the boardwalk and the shuffle board courts.   
 
On 9th of July 1973 her son Joe was shot to death.  His story is recorded in the biographies 
of Joe and Naomi Fizell.  Mary was heartbroken with the loss of her remaining son.  It 
affected her health and she had a mild attack of angina, her first.  Then her sister Bill died.  
She always felt deaths came in threes and she wondered if she were next.  Instead Jules 
dropped dead on the shuffleboard court on 20th of December 1973.  Mary wrote in a 
letter, “Sad, Jul had no real friends and …. I thought when I married him it would be nice, 
two old people to live their few remaining years together but since I had to support myself 
I thought I may as well live by myself and do as I please and I had no friends as he was 
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rude to everybody so they wouldn’t come any more or ask us so I was very unhappy – 
Well I didn’t think I was going to say all this but since poor old Jul left today thought I’d 
talk about him…..”  Then she went on to pray for him in her letter.   
 
Mary tried one more winter at Clearwater, Florida.  When she came home she wrote it 
was her last time, too much an ordeal to pack and unpack then pack and unpack all over 
again.  
 

In May 1974 Mary visited 
her grandson Joe and his 
family in Cinnaminson, 
New Jersey.  She brought 
a gown for the event.  
Joe and his wife Helen 
took Mary to the Cherry 
Hill Inn, at the time a very 
nice restaurant.  After 
dinner Mary wanted to 
see some of the building.  
There were several 
wedding celebrations in 
another wing of the 
building spilling music 
into the halls for all to 
hear.  Mary, her arm 
hooked over her 
grandson's, led him to 
the door.  The dance 
floor was filled.  Joe 
asked her if she wanted 

to dance, she replied yes, so they crashed the wedding reception to nods and smiles from 
the other dancers. Who would have booted this lady off the dance floor? 
 
“Hotel Homestead”, Friday night, July 25th, 1975 she wrote at the top of the page.  She 
knew she made her final move.  Mary’s angina attacks came more frequently, several 
times landing her in the hospital.  Most of her letters mentioned how much she was 
waiting for the time she would meet God, how everyone she loved would be happy 
together again; forever!  By July 1976 her handwriting was weak and smaller and her final 
letter was dated only Jan 1977.  Mary died on 31st of August 1977. 
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i Ship Le Saint Marc :   
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ii Portion of Passenger list of Le Saint Marc leaving Le Havre 1774 

 

 

iii Sample of Reference: 

1777 St Marc Death records, page 15 – two deaths witnessed by Simon Fizel 
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iv 1779 St Marc Marriage Lubin-Arnaud wedding part one: 

 

v 1779 St Marc Marriage Lubin-Arnaud wedding part two: 
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vi Passengers on Le Allegator – 1792 
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vii Page 1 (in two parts) of Jean Marés Inventory 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



© Joe Fizell 2014 

69 
 

 
 
 
       Bottom portion of page 1 
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viii Page 2 (in two parts) of Jean Marés Inventory 
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Bottom portion of page 2 & top of page 3 
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ix Page 1a of accounts owed and owing! 
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Page 1a of accounts owed and owing! 
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x Page 2 top section (page was cropped to fit printing.) 
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xi  Page 2 bottom section (page was cropped to fit printing.) 

 

xii Page 3 top section (page was cropped to fit printing.)  
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xiii Page 3 bottom section (page was cropped to fit printing.) 
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xiv Page 4 
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xv 1880 US Census for Eli Fizell, wife Jennie and daughter Alice
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xvi 1850 US Census for Emily Fizell and Mary Fizell
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xvii 1880 US Census for Thomas Fizell, wife Fanny
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xviii Will of Jean Mares, Philadelphia, formerly St. Marc, St. Domingo.  Simon Fizell, executor.   
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xix 1828  Philadelphia Map with addresses 

 
 
AA  -  65 Arch Street    (1795)   
AB  -  73 New Street    (1799)   
A    -  125 North 2nd Street  (1808 – 1811) 
B    -  74 South 5th Street  (1813)  
C    -  153 North 4th Street  (1814) 
D    -  314 Sassafras Street (Race) (1816 – 1824)  living with son, Eli Fizell 
E    -  209 Callowhill Street  (1828 – 1830) 
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xx  1828 map of Kensington from KennethWMilano.com 

 

 
 

 

 

http://kennethwmilano.com/
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xxi 1876 Tacony map showing houses built on Henry Disston’s land 

 
63 Mary Street was one of the row houses highlighted in red.  The houses highlighted in yellow were for foremen 
and skilled craftsmen imported from England.  Those in blue were built for supervisors and managers.  Those in blue 
alongside the railroad tracks were torn down when Henry Disston created a park between the railroad tracks and 
Keystone Street, the length from Princeton Street to Levick Street.      
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xxii  1905 Ship Manifest with Hyslop Family 
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xxiii American Preserve Company, American St and Lehigh Ave 

 

 


